
 WOTTON -UNDER-EDGE TOWN COUNCIL  

_________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 

Parishioners of Wotton-under-Edge are invited to 
the Civic Centre, Wotton-under-Edge 

Tuesday 17th March, 2015, at 7pm 
Cllr Roger Claydon OBE  

 Mayor of Wotton 
Agenda 

 
 

1) Welcome, Introductions & receive apologies for absence from Councillors 
2) Adoption of Previous Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly of 18th March 2014 & any 

Matters Arising from those Minutes 
3) Welcome to Glos County Cllr Vernon Smith ςHighways Responsibility Q&A (20 mins) 
4) Brief Report from the Mayor Cllr Roger Claydon OBE (5 mins) 
5) Brief Annual Police Report for 2014/15 (5 mins) 
6) Brief reports from Town Council Committee Chairs (15mins total):  

¶ Planning (Cllr Chris Galbraith)  

¶ Footpaths (Cllr Chris Galbraith)  

¶ Allotments (Cllr Clair Galbraith)  

¶ Regeneration (Cllr June Cordwell)  
7) Receive brief updates from Council supported organisations (20 mins in total): 

¶ Wotton Youth Club  

¶ Wotton Library  

¶ Wotton in Bloom  

¶ Wotton Swimming pool 

¶ Wotton Community Sports Foundation  

¶ Synwell Playing Fields Committee  

¶ Neighbourhood Warden 

¶ CAB 
8) Brief report from Cllr Dr JE Cordwell on County Council matters (3 mins) 
9) Brief report from a District Councillor on District Council matters (3 mins) 
10) Any brief questions or comments from the Public on Town Affairs before 

Parishioners are invited to meet Councillors & staff and share a glass.....! 

******     Wine, juice, nibbles    *****  
 

 



 WOTTON -UNDER-EDGE TOWN COUNCIL  

________________________________________________________

Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly 

held at the Civic Centre, Wotton, Tuesday 18th March 2014, 7pm 
 

Booklets prepared and available on seats at the meeting with reports from the Mayor, various 
Committees, District & County Councillors, as well as Community Organisations. Reports also available on 

website 
 

11) Welcome, Introductions & apologies for absence from Councillors 
Cllr attendance; Cllrs R. Claydon, Chris Galbraith, Dr J Cordwell, P Smith, June Cordwell, Claire Galbraith, P Barton, 
N Clement, T Luker, K Collins. Apologies were accepted from Cllrs L Harris, M Zimmer and J Cartigny. 15 members 
of the public were in attendance. Town Council Staff of Y Milsom, D Hyam & M Schofield also attended. Clerked 
by Town Clerk, S Bailey. The Mayor welcomed parishioners to the Assembly.   Following adverse comments about 
the organiǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ slightly different  arrangements have been made this year, with  a larger 
room and  refreshments afterwards to allow parishioners to meet with Councillors. 
12) Adoption of Previous Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly of 14th March 2013 & any Matters Arising from 

those Minutes 
After representation by Mr G Kitchen who wished to change the wording regarding his comments from the 
prevƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ /ƭƭǊ t {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ /ƭƭǊ 5Ǌ W /ƻǊŘǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
amendment, the Minutes were approved voted 16 in favour with 3 abstentions. Cllr P. Smith commented that 
the last page of the Minutes referred to the Local Plan with Stroud District Council (SDC) not having a five year 
land supply making it easier for developer planning applications to be passed. SDC now has its Local Plan going 
through the Secretary of State approval stage. However, in the meantime many sites in the district are vulnerable 
to housing development (17 major developer applications are currently taking advantage of this state of affairs 
district-wide). 
13) Brief Report from the Mayor Cllr Roger Claydon OBE 
The Mayor advised that there had been many changes at the Town Council over the past 12 months with the 
retirement of its clerk of 22 years (Mrs G Sykes) and replacement with a new (also experienced) Clerk. Three new 
Councillors have also joined the council. The council is looking to update the Community Plan and will be setting 
up a working group to establish progress ς assistance is requested from the public with this exercise. Another 
working group is looking at problems with car parking in the town and the possibility of allowing public parking at 
the Royal Oak during daytime hours  is being investigated. 
The council was criticised at this assembly last year for not providing any financial information. The Assembly 
ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜŀǘǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ and also council spending in the current 
ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΦ !ƭǎƻ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘh much 
more information available on the website. The website will also be improved further this year. In the current 
year financial support continues to be provided to Wotton Pool and the Youth Centre. Next year Synwell playing 
fields will also benefit from financial support. Beneficiaries of grants this year include, amongst others, Wotton in 
Bloom, Citizens Advice Bureau, the Wotton Sports Federation, and the library. The Precept will rise by 2% next 
financial year to £258,958, with a reduced Local Council Tax Support Grant of £18,237.  This Precept will allow the   
Town Council to  continue to provide community support where it is needed at local level. 
14)  Brief Annual Police Report for 2013/14 
PCSO Ben Rollins outlined the current policing priorities in the Wotton area which include reducing antisocial 
behaviour, safer driving via young driver education and speed watch initiatives. Recently there have also been 
some low level shop lifting issues (these are not youth related). A parishioner commented that when she was 
mugged, no images were found to support this on CCTV. The Mayor commented that funds have been allocated 
to upgrade the CCTV system  this year. 

15) Brief reports from Town Council Committee Chairs: 
 Planning (Cllr Chris Galbraith) 

In addition to the data available in the booklet which gives details of the number of planning applications dealt 
with by the town council this year, Cllr Chris Galbraith explained about the recent planning inspectorate decision 
regarding Potters Pond. Permission was given for the developer to widen the access road and pavement across 



the common land at the development entrance, but some protection of the crayfish species, by altering the 
gabion specification, has been secured.  
 

Footpaths (Cllr Chris Galbraith) 
The footpath report in the booklet explains about areas which have been improved by this committee over the 
past 12 months in conjunction with many local hardworking volunteers and the Cotswold Wardens. Furthermore, 
today a scout leader expressed an interest in using scout activity to undertake a comprehensive footpaths survey 
starting next week. 

Allotments (Cllr Clair Galbraith) 
It has been a quiet year for this committee whilst the new administrative officer got to grips with computerising 
the allotment recorŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ΨŘƻΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƻƴΩǘǎΩ ƭƛǎǘΦ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǿŜǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ 
that the two sites no longer comply with new water regulations and that piping and water outlets will need to be 
upgraded. A parishioner questioned whether the agreement would provide more information on things which 
the town council should undertake to provide e.g top and mid path maintenance and why such a comprehensive 
agreement was needed. The reply was that this agreement was more in line with national guidelines and makes 
the allotments easier to administer. 

Regeneration (Cllr J Cartigny) 
In addition to a report in the booklet, the Mayor thanked Cllr Cartigny in her absence for the hard work on this 
committee and explained that it was a partnership with various town organisations. The objective is largely to 
support and revitalise the town centre.  The Mayor requested ideas from the public on how this objective might 
be achieved.  
16) Receive brief updates from Council supported organisations 

¶ Wotton Youth Club 
Mr M Lovell highlighted how successful the Youth Centre now is with lots of attendance. The key points to note 
are that it is a safe space for youth to gather, provides an informal education, shows the value of teamwork, uses 
expression, and it engages with the community. Youngsters are developing their own skills along with self belief. 
There are two open sessions each week. 57 attendances are the record but usually 40 is normal. Meetings also 
involve debating with the district youth council and skilled youth workers attend. 

¶ Wotton Library 
A report was provided by Wotton library in the booklet showing how successful attendance is. The library is 
fortunate to have a number of volunteers helping to increase opening hours, and sessions such as story time for 
youngsters remain popular. 

¶ Wotton in Bloom 
Hanging baskets are going ahead again this year with support provided by the town council, hopefully the display 
will rival last year. A report on Bloom activities is in the booklet. 

¶ Wotton  Pool 
Mr A George commented on how the Pool was going from strength to strength with swimming attendances 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ all age ranges e.g ladies 
therapeutic sessions are popular and also party bookings and group hire is a growth area. The pool still provides 
swimming lessons for local schools and new lifeguard training is just about to start. The Service Level Agreement 
with the town council has just been renewed for another three years providing managerial stability and 
continuity. Solar panels have also been installed this year. 
A resident enquired whether locals could obtain reduced entrance fees since their council tax was contributing 
towards the pool however the response was that entry prices are very low anyway, local schools receive 
subsidised rates and the Wotton pool is easy walking distance for most residents. Kingswood parish council 
contributes towards to pool. Maybe Charfield should also be approached for a contribution due to its locality. 
Other residents commented on how they enjoyed the pool and it is looking much better. 

¶ Wotton Community Sports Foundation 
Mrs S Watt highlighted that since the pitches opened in September there has been good take up of bookings with 
about 2000 people per week using them. Teething problems were experienced at the beginning regarding 
lighting by the generators, however since February a solution is in place.. The next project for the group will be 
the Skatepark and funding is being sourced from various places. They have already successfully raised about half 
of the £80,000 needed. Quotes for the design are arriving this week and consultation will take place with the 
youth to make sure it is what they want. Reverend Tom Wharin is undertaking a sponsored cycle ride up mount 
Snowdon to raise funds for this.  
 



¶   Wotton Cinema 
aǊǎ W ²ŀƭǎƘ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƴŜǿǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛƴŜƳŀΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
month. There will be a feature in the Gazette in a fortnight, however essentially the cinema will remain a Co-
operative for one year whilst the new management settles in. After that the new managers can purchase the 
cinema running assets but the building and contents will still belong to the Trust. After many successful years, last 
year numbers were down 10% leading to an operating loss of £10,000 which was unsustainable going forward. 
The problem was largely in not being allowed to obtain the latest film releases  and losing a lot of potential 
ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ όǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜύ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƛƴŜƳŀ ŎƘŀƛƴǎΦ bŜǿ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ 
at the cinema may notice a slightly different way of operating e.g no chocolates and no fliers, however it will be 
possible to book seats online and in advance, and there will also be some new screen advertising, as well as latest 
releases being available sooner. Mrs Walshe and her husband were congratulated on the huge effort in restoring 
the Cinema and keeping it going so well for so long. 
17) Brief report from Cllr Dr JE Cordwell on County Council matters 
A report was available in the booklet for all to read in detail regarding County matters however County Cllr 
Cordwell highlighted the following. He is a lead Member of the Environment and Communities Scrutiny 
Committee dealing also with fire planning and infrastructure. A new fire chief has just been appointed. A 
standstill county wide budget has just been set. The Javelin incinerator decision timetable has just been put back 
ǘƻ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмпΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ  ǘƻ [95Ωǎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ wŘ 
landslip will hopefully soon be addressed by County Highways now that two other major road landslips have been 
repaired. A new senior coroner has been appointed.  
Questions arose about streetlamps in Old Town being unreliable when repaired and those repairs often taking a 
long time or not happening at all. This will be followed up. Further questions arose concerning potholes and the 
dreadful state of some existing roads in Wotton particularly Old Town, Bear St, Haw St and Court Orchard. The 
County method of assessing potholes  and the repair response system was explained. The County spends £15m a 
year to keep roads in the current state, which is not enough. In 2000 £120m was spent and also 2000 fewer 
people are employed than 2 years ago at the County Council. 
  Brief report from a District Councillor on District Council matters  
Cllr June Cordwell explained how SDC had moved from a cabinet system to a new Committee system. She heads 
Community services which covers community safety and parking. Matters covered over the year include the car 
parks at Potters Pond and the Chipping (leased from the Town Trust) and also the negotiations about  the Full 
Moon site at Synwell. Stratford Park leisure centre has seen improvements over the year and new improvements 
to the gym facilities at Dursley Pool have been unveiled recently ς this later will benefit residents in the southern 
part of the district including Wotton. The benefit of this investment will be a reduction in subsidies towards their 
running costs with payback within 10 years. 
A resident from a neighbouring parish asked if SDC figures are available on their website regarding investment in 
leisure facilities and spending. The reply was that they may be although it is not certain, and they should enquire 
directly to SDC. 
18) Questions/Comments from the Public on Town Affairs before Parishioners were invited to meet all the 

Councillors and staff and over refreshments. 
Mr M Lovell thanked the Town Council for providing booklet information this year. 
Mrs J Walshe thanked the Town Council for providing the new A Boards for Town Hall Teas ς old ones were 
falling apart after many years usage and this weekly event is one of the main ways many organisations raise 
funds for community benefit. 
Mrs J Walshe wished to speak later to the Council about the state of the Garden of Remembrance at the 
cemetery. 
Mrs K Jackson asked the Council to help regarding security of the Potters Pond site ς broken glass and damaged 
fencing has seen many youngsters entering the derelict buildings. The Police are aware but have been told not to 
enter. The Town Council has failed to elicit a response after complaints to Pegasus who are dealing with the 
Planning of the site. It may well be that since the site now has planning permission, complaints to SDC and 
Planning enforcement should be the next step. 
 
At 8:30pm, parishioners were invited to meet the Councillors and staff over refreshments. 
 
 
Signed by the Mayor: ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Dated:   March 2015  



ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 17th MARCH 2015 
 

a!¸hwΩ{ w9thw¢ 
 

It has been another busy year for the Town Council as we try to deal with 
the many issues of importance to our community.      Aided by the good 
efforts of our new Town Clerk, the Council has followed through on a 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǳǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ //¢± ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ 
financial support from the Police and Crime Commissioner;  tidied up the 
garden of Remembrance; introduced various new policies to keep abreast 

of legislative changes; smartened up the Civic Centre car park; dealt with may problem trees and taken 
legal action at Potters Pond to stop proposed work in the brook along Marchesi Walk which would have 
been damaging to the wildlife there.   In addition, we have continued to explore opportunities for 
providing additional car parking in the town.    Unfortunately, it was not possible to secure additional 
public parking at the Royal Oak or Wotton Auction Rooms but, more recently, the Town Council has 
been made aware of a possible opportunity to establish a car park on open land behind the fire station.   
This initiative has been facilitated by the Chamber of Trade and Commerce and the Town CouncilΩǎ 
Planning Committee Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊΦ     !ǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ DŀȊŜǘǘŜέ 
last month, the current proposal would provide some 100 parking spaces and 10 houses on the site.      I 
would emphasise at this stage that no formal action has been taken and no planning application has yet 
been made.      The Town Council would welcome views from residents on this scheme.     In addition, 
we have been informed by Renishaw that the company intends to continue its operations in Old Town.   
Also, the Stokes bakery will be refurbished and the land behind, for which there is existing planning 
permission, developed.    Therefore, these sites are not available as options for additional car parking or 
even a supermarket! 
 

¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ нлмр 
includes working with the Town 
Regeneration Committee on an update to 
the Community Plan.    This will be based 
on the feedback received from the 
community questionnaire which was sent 
out to most households in the town 
before Christmas.  We had around 270 

completed questionnaires returned to us and would like to thank those who responded.   This is a 
community initiative and we will be seeking volunteers to assist with the update activity.   Also in our 
forward plan is an updated Town Council website to improve communication between the Town 
Council and residents; taking action to improve the cleanliness and tidiness of the town and bringing the 
Chipping Club Room under the management of the Town Trust.   As well as safeguarding existing users 
of the clubroom, this action will provide additional space for youth activities.   The Town Council is also 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ {ǘŀǘǳǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ   ! ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
2014 achievements and action plan for this year is attached. 
 
The Town Council has continued its financial support for the Swimming Pool, Synwell Playing Fields, 
Wotton in Bloom, the Youth Centre, Library and Citizens Advice Bureau.   Summary financial 
information, including budget plans and civic grants is attached for information.    The precept for this 
year has been set at £264,373, an increase of 2.1%, partly needed to off-set a further reduction in the 
Local Council Tax Support Grant (now £13,872). Total planned expenditure for the next financial year is 
£310,095.  We have included additional provision for improving the allotments and town tidying work. 
In the last year we said farewell to Councillor Jackie Cartigny who resigned from the Council in April 
2014 having been a hard-working member for some 4 years.  Jackie was replaced on the Council by Alex 
Wilkinson who was co-opted in July.  Alex is also President of the Chamber of Trade and Commerce.     



Council elections take place in May and so there may be ŀ άƴŜǿ-ƭƻƻƪέ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƴŜȄǘ term!    I 
would urge anyone who has skills and energy to bring to the table, to apply.   The Town Clerk can 
provide advice and details of the nomination/election process. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ tŀǊƛǎƘ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ŀǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
at the Assembly and there will be an opportunity for all to meet with Councillors on a less formal basis 
at the end of the meeting.   We hope that this will provide for a rewarding interchange of views and 
ideas and will do our best to answer questions that arise ς but please be understanding if we are not 
able to respond directly at the meeting.  

ROGER CLAYDON, TOWN MAYOR & CHAIRMAN 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 2014/2015 

¶ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ όŀǎ ŀƭƭ t/Ωǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
file share) along with replacement of old photocopier at cheaper rates 

¶ Introduction of various new policies & procedures to keep abreast of legislative changes, 
including revamp of internal audit procedures to satisfy external auditor requirements 

¶ Garden of Remembrance renovated & new oak war grave crosses installed 

¶ Open spaces contract re-awarded for 3 years ς to commence 2015 

¶ Civic Centre Car park white-lined, signage introduced, trees cleared & smartened up 

¶ Rolling 5 year maintenance programme established for trees managed around the Town 

¶ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ōŀƴƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŀƴƪΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀǊging policies were introduced 

¶ Assessment of utility costs & new contracts placed for gas, electric, & telephone to produce 
savings 

¶ Introduction of staff appraisal system, assessment of training needs and furtherment  of   
training  for all staff and Councillors 

¶ Potters Pond ς ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ϧ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ 
Clawed Crayfish species 

¶ 4 councillor co-options processed & associated admin/instruction during the year 

¶ New 3-year Service Level Agreement entered into with Company to manage Wotton Swimming 
Pool  

¶ Various other issues dealt with such as new allotments  agreement & procedures, deep clean    
of civic centre carpets/floors, Town Hall boiler analysis & new contract, interior paintwork 
redone at Civic Centre, etc.  

¶ CCTV upgraded around town with part grant from Police Crime Commissioner 

¶ Community Questionnaire prepared and issued to each household in the Town and promoted  
at December Christmas Market 

 
ACTION PLAN 2015/2016 

¶ Introduce new Town Council website  

¶ Continue development of new policies & update existing ones to keep abreast of legislation 

¶ Complete Chipping Club Room legal negotiations for Town Trust to take over facility  

¶ Provide feedback to Annual Parish Assembly on Community Questionnaire (270 returned from 
residents) and commence updating of the Community Plan (previous 2005) 

¶ Submit Neighbourhood Plan Designated Area  to Stroud District Council 

¶ Award new youth services contract in  September 2015  - tender process to commence Spring 

¶ Undertake Tolsey Clock repairs 

¶ Analyse historical files and Register all Council/Trust land holdings via solicitor & Land Registry  

¶ Continue rolling 5 year maintenance programme for trees managed around the Town 

¶ Investigate possibilities for laying new underground pipes at the New Road Allotments 

¶ Introduce Internet booking system for room hire for all venues 



¶ Continue the overhaul of open spaces in the Town under the management of the Council eg 
more shrubs, perennials and bulbs in various borders to produce a longer more vibrant display,  
monitor the new grounds maintenance contract, clearance of St Marys churchyard, work in 
collaboration with various community groups for clearance & border management, more micro 
management of Holywell site  

¶ Establish an agreement with adjacent landowners at Holywell regarding fencing and stream 
management  

¶ Resolve  the litter and weeds problems around town by working with relevant bodies and 
sourcing weed spraying facilities 

¶ Sourcing permanent extra administrative cover for One Stop  Shop - one day a week and holiday 
cover 

¶ Progress Heritage Centre lease negotiations as requested by tenant 

¶ Complete  the CCTV upgrade around town & establish agreement with Police regarding 
access/copying of incident data 

¶ Complete  CILCA & ILCA qualifications for staff, and weedspraying certification for buildings 
manager 

¶ Support new Councillor elections in May 

¶ Begin discussions with Glos County library  to ensure local service safeguarded into the future 

¶ Install new youngster play equipment  at Symn Lane wiǘƘ ΨƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΩ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ 
improvements to entrance gate and around benches 

¶ Establish lease agreement with SDC for Chipping Car Park  and ensure that yellow lines/resident 
parking signage is carried out 

¶ Apply for Quality Council Status Foundation award 
 
 

 

One Stop Shop Statistics 2014 

Month  SDC GCC WTC Other 
CC/TH 
Booking  

Photocopy 
/Fax  CAB Sales Gen Info 

Wotton 
Info Totals  

Jan 21 27 20 1 40 25 13 5 50 41 243 

Feb 12 30 25 3 17 25 15 1 44 57 229 

March 30 22 60 7 36 20 5 6 30 47 263 

April  24 12 46 5 27 28 3 3 31 31 210 

May 20 25 28 3 20 10 4  30 17 157 

June 25 24 31 4 30 30 6 2 43 41 236 

July 31 30 11 8 30 11 4  40 45 210 

Aug 18 22 20  15 51 3 2 20 50 201 

Sept 33 23 15 4 33 11 8 2 36 53 218 

Oct 20 25 17 4 46 17 2 1 83 35 250 

Nov 18 21 18 3 35 21 8 3 85 42 254 

Dec   6 10 80 2 26 13 1  40 18 196 
Totals 
2014 258 271 371 44 355 262 72 25 532 477 2667 

 
  



WOTTON-UNDER EDGE TOWN COUNCIL BUDGET 

Accounts Heading     
Budget 
2014/2015   

Budget 
2015/2016 

INCOME           
Rent, Lettings, Interest, Fees etc  £38,665  £31,850 
Precept      £258,958  £264,373 
Local Council Tax Support Grant  £18,237  £13,872 
    £315,860  £310,095 
EXPENDITURE         
Allotments    £1,700  £4,000 
Town Regeneration    £6,300  £8,000 
Civic Centre    £30,500  £32,800 
Toilets      £7,200  £6,500 
Youth Projects    £18,000  £16,000 
Cemetery/Churchyard  £10,800  £10,800 

Library      £2,718  £2,780 
Neighbourhood Warden  £2,000  £2,000 
Grants      £4,700  £4,700 
Swimming Pool    £28,000  £28,000 
Synwell Playing Field  £2,700  £2,700 
CCTV      £10,000  £2,200 
Wages      £27,500  £29,000 
Chipping Clubroom    £5,000  £5,000 
T.Hall Capital Expenditure  £4,000  £4,000 
Footpaths & Holywell  £400  £1,700 
       £161,518 

 
£160,180 

Amenities and Other    £34,915 £39,115 
Administration, Office Equipment, 
Salaries  £102,495   £101,600 
Contingency    £18,000  £9,200 
            

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  £316,928   £310,095 
TOTAL INCOME    £315,860  £310,095 

 

GRANT INFORMATION 

Recipient FY 2014/2015 FY2015/2016 

Synwell Playing Field £2,700 £2,700 

CAB £2,920 £2,850 

Cobalt £50  

Cotswold Vale Talking Newspaper £50  

Royal British Legion £50  

Young Driver Awareness Training £400  

Tabernacle Grasscutting £225  

Highways (Contribution to speed limit reduction) £1,000  

Heritage Centre - £1,000 

General (Unallocated) - £850 

Total £7395 £7,400 

 



POLICING 
 Wotton under Edge Area 

Report - September 2014 to March 2015  
 
The Wotton under Edge policing team is currently responsible for the area of Wotton under edge, Kingswood, 
North Nibley and each surrounding areas. The team are based from Dursley police station, however have 
facilities to function from the policing point within Wotton under Edge library. There has been an increase in 
the team members over the previous twelve months and the team now consists of Sergeant Davey, PC 
Charlene Sallis, PC Rich Fear, PCSO Ben Rollins and PCSO Charlotte King.  
 
Over the previous twelve months, and in line with the police commissioner priorities, the team have increased 
the neighbourhood tasking through improved multi-agency approaches such as the interaction with those 
members of the community perceived to be vulnerable. To assist with this there has been strengthening 
between the local council wardens and further improved interaction between agencies such as village agents. 
In other cases such as burglaries or attempted burglaries within the area each victim has received a visit as a 
reassurance or further crime prevention advice if required. There have also been a number of home surveys 
conducted.  
 
There will within the next six months be the introduction of mobile data to replace the traditional written 
pocket notebook.  The team will have the capability to access the necessary forms on a Galaxy Tablet device 
as well as using this device as a pocket note book. These are being introduced across the constabulary in order 
to deliver a more efficient public service. 
         
Every six months the neighbourhood team also chair a neighbourhood panel meeting at a local venue in which 
the public set the priorities for the coming months.  As such the current priorities set by the public have 
remained the same for both six month periods. 
 
They are set as follows:   

 

1. To reduce incidents of anti-social behaviour in and around Wotton under Edge. 
 
The incidents of general anti-social behaviour have decreased within the previous six months. This has been 
achieved through targeted patrols as well as knowledge and reports from the local community. 
The breakdown is as follows ς 
Personal anti-social behaviour down by 65.22% 
Nuisance anti-social behaviour down by 18.75% 
Environmental anti-social behaviour no change. 
 
Stroud District Council have also provided a mounted CCTV dome camera which records 24hrs. This can be 
operated within the local police stations and can be moved from location to location as necessary in order to 
assist in the reduction of anti-social behaviour.  

   

2. Addressing Community concerns of parking, speeding and anti-social use of motor 
vehicles and to promote the education of young drivers in safe driving 

 
The incidents involving traffic have also decreased within the previous six months.  
The breakdown is as follows ς 
Highway disruption down by 29.73% 
Road related offences down by 79.17% 
Road related injury no change. 

 
The residents of Kingswood continue to monitor the traffic via the community speed watch scheme. 
In addition the neighbourhood policing team have monitoring equipment including a post mounted M500 box 
which measures the volume and speed of traffic. 



 
During the month of February the constabulary and neighbourhood team also took part in the multi-agency 
Ψ5ǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ YŀǘƘŀǊƛƴŜ [ŀŘȅ .ŜǊƪƭŜȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
promote the safe use of a motor vehicle. The package was very well received amongst all involved. This is a 
package which will be again used in the future. 
 
Youth engagement 
 
The neighbourhood team have also included a number of talks within the local schools. These have been on 
subjects such as internet safety, texting, drug awareness as well as stranger danger for the younger pupils. 
 
In addition there has been regular engagement with the local youth centre. 
 
{ǘŀŦŦ ŀǘ YŀǘƘŀǊƛƴŜ [ŀŘȅ .ŜǊƪƭŜȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
placed within the location. A secure drop box has been included for the pupils which is only accessible by 
members of the team.  This police information within the school is now fully operational and accessible. 
 
Direct Neighbourhood Policing Contact Mobile  
 
The neighbourhood team can be contacted on the following non-emergency number. 
 
07703887575 
 
Alternatively to report an incident please dial 101.  Incidents can also be generated by e-mailing  
101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk 
 
For all emergencies please dial 999. 
 
Gloucester police also hold a very up to date Facebook account which includes incidents from across the 
county. The constabulary also have a Twitter account which the public can follow. 
 
Information on other local neighbourhood teams can be found on the police website ς 
 
www.gloucestershire.police.uk 
 
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM 
Sgt Simon Davey 1754 
PC Richard Fear 2272 
PC Charlie Sallis 331 
PCSO Benjamin Rollins 9105 
PCSO Charlotte King 9261 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 

 

 

  

mailto:101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
http://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/


Planning Committee Report 

To 

Annual Parish Assembly 2015 

The Town Council was consulted by SDC on 105 planning applications and one Licensing Application and 

by St aŀǊȅΩǎ t// ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Town Council 

Recommendation 

District Council Decision Number 

Support Permitted/Consent 67 

Support Refused 0 

Object Permitted/Consent 11 

Object Refused/Withdrawn 15 

Support Awaiting Decision 9 

Object Awaiting Decision 3 

 

Significant Applications 

1. Full Moon Public House. The site is now being investigated for the provision of social housing by 

SDC, a new consultation is expected in the near future, the Community Interest Application 

having been rejected.  

2. Potters Pond Development. The Planning Inspector permitted the proposed access road 

widening works over the Common Land and agreed with our suggestion for larger stone in the 

gabions to improve the habitat for the protected White Clawed Crayfish. The Town Council is 

ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ wƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ hǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ 5ȅŜǊǎ .ǊƻƻƪΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

discharge of the Edbrook into the stream next to the footbridge where one of the highest 

densities of crayfish was observed. The Town 

Council asked SDC to name the development 

Ψ.Ǌƛǘǘŀƴƛŀ aŜǿǎΨ after the historic mill that used 

to occupy the site. 

3. Stable at Uphill Coombe. The planning Inspector 

refused, at appeal, to allow animals to be kept in 

the stable. The Planning Enforcement Officer is 

investigating allegations that horses are still being 

stabled there despite the Inspectors decision. 

 

Chris Galbraith Chairman Planning Committee  



Footpaths & Amenities Committee Report 

To 

Annual Parish Assembly 2015 

1. The membership of the Committee 

remains unchanged from the last Civic 

Year and thanks to Councillors and in 

particular to Co-opted Members for their 

participation. It was noted that our Parish 

footpaths were in a significantly better 

state than in many other areas. 

2. The Town Council has formally added the 

Management of Holywell Leaze to this 

Committee Remit and The Management 

Plan has now been updated and adopted 

by Council. Budget provision has been made to repair the boundary wall supporting the 

Cotswold Way, and thanks, in anticipation, to the Cotswold Wardens for their help with these 

works and the planned provision of an outŘƻƻǊ άŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳά ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ н ǎŜƳƛ ς circular stone 

seating upstands.  

3. The Footpaths Condition Survey is ongoing and the remaining paths have been re-allocated to 

members following The Wotton Scouts help last spring to progress the survey, for which, thanks! 

4. The Committee agreed to support, in principle, the efforts of Mr J Dansie, a Cotswold Warden, 

to establish a new in part 

Permissive Footpath between 

Hillesley and Wotton via Alderley 

and Kingswood. It is hoped that the 

new route will be both user and 

disabled friendly. 

5. And finally, thanks to Yasmin, 

the Deputy Clerk, ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǳǎ άƻƴ 

the straigƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǊǊƻǿά όƛΦŜ 

Footpath).  

 

                        

 

 Chris Galbraith , Chairman Footpaths and Amenities Committee 

 
 

  



                      ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE REPORT to Parish Assembly 2015 
 

Knapp Road 
 

The Town Council in conjunction with the Knapp Road Allotments  
Association continues to work on improving the site. This year the 
boundary hedges have been tidied up after years of neglect.  The 
budget for this coming year allows for a project to be undertaken 
to control the nettles on the roadside bank on a more permanent 
basis, using a membrane. 
 
An allotment holder on the western boundary was surprised to find 
a large cavity had opened up at  the end of his plot last summer. 
Investigations showed that it was subsidence adjacent to some old 
pipe work which had been part of an old water tank and pumping 
system. Some older residents may remember traces of it  
remaining in their childhood; most of it was demolished many 
years ago.  The hole has now been filled in. 
 
At the annual BBQ, the Allotment Association awarded its first Cecil 
Smith Memorial Prize, which this year was for the best box of 
vegetables. There was a pleasing number of entries with excellent 
produce.  

 
 

New Road 
 
A preliminary survey has been carried out for the proposed upgraded 
water system. Reserves are being earmarked for the project which will be 
undertaken when funds allow. 
 
We are very sorry that Martyn Kingscote has stepped down as site 
representative. He had been helping both his fellow allotment holders and 
the Town Council with advice and practical help over many years. He will 
be missed.  We are now hoping another volunteer will come forward. 
 
I would like to thank our remaining site representatives, Brian Elloway at 
New Road and Ian Jones and Colin Mitchell at Knapp Road,  for their 
ongoing help and support.  In addition, many thanks to Diana Hyam, our 
Administration Officer, for keeping everything running so smoothly. 
 

 

Clair Galbraith: chairman of allotments committee 

 
 

 
  



Town Regeneration Partnership Annual Report March 2015 

This year I am once again chairing the Partnership, which is made up of five 
Town Councillors and a number of members from organisations in the town, 
who organise a wide variety of events. 
 Mediaeval Market:  Janet Walshe, on behalf of the Heritage Centre, is planning 
to hold a Mediaeval Market in the Chipping car park. This will be to celebrate 

800 years since the signing of the Magna Carta and will be held on 14th June 2015. Insurance and road closure 
costs have been given as a grant from the Town Council. Any profit will go towards the Heritage Centre. The 
Town Trust has given its permission for the use of the Chipping car park. 
Christmas Event: This was held on Sunday 7th December and was a great success. Organisers said that it was self-
funding.  
Christmas Trees: Once again the putting up of the trees and lighting was done by the Chamber of Trade, assisted 
by the Town Council Buildings Manger. The Chamber is considering using artificial trees next year. The Town 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇŀƛŘ ϻмл ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜǊǎΩ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ 
The Budget 2015/16: As we will be doing more activities next year we wanted to raise the Regeneration budget 
from £6,300 to £8,000. Included in this budget is £1,000 for updating of the website, £2,000 towards watering 
the hanging baskets and a subsidy towards the running of the Farmers Market. 
The Community Plan Questionnaire: We commented and made suggestions which were included in the 
Community Plan questionnaire. The questionnaire was then distributed through the Wotton Directory, supported 
with an accompanying article. It was also available in the One Stop Shop. The Town Council had a stall at the 
Christmas Event where we gave out more questionnaires and explained what we were trying to do. 
²ƻǘǘƻƴΩǎ ²ŜŜŘǎΥ We asked the Town Council to consider employing someone during the summer months to 
carry out spraying weeds around the town, which last year were rampant. The buildings and amenities manager 
will be trained to carry out this work, as this is a licenced activity. 
Open Spaces: ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƭƻǎŜŘΩ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎΦ ¢ǿƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
removed from a stone wall which was causing it to start collapsing into Manor Lane. Sections of the wall are now 
being repaired. A working party of volunteers organised by the Clerk will, in the spring, remove some brambles 
and damaging ivy from around graves. Beds and borders have been weeded, membraned, replanted and 
redesigned with planting plans (shrubs/perennials, bedding and bulbs) and are ready to go ahead with planting 
when the weather improves. The Chipping Clubroom planters have been replanted and will now be looked after 
by young Quakers for summer bedding. The Youth Club bed has been taken over by the Youth Club and a 
Remembrance tree for victims planted. The War Memorial planters have Bulbs/shrubs, perennials in them and 
are maintained by the Clerk. Hedge and tree cutting works have taken place at Knapp Road allotments and funds 
have been put aside for bank repair works in the next financial year. The Allotments entrance should look a lot 
better. The new contractor will also cut the hedges once a year in the autumn. Marchesi Walk and the cemetery 
at Wortley Road have had some tree works done. This is part of an ongoing 5 year maintenance plan. Marchesi 
Walk will have some clearance shortly at the stream edges.  
The In our Towns Grant of £1,000 has been received and with an 
extended time limit. The Arts Festival Committee applied for a 
grant.  
Farmers Market: We received an upbeat report from the organiser 
of the Farmers Market, who is doing more advertising. Although the 
subsidy that we pay out for the market is rising, attendance is not. 
The Committee felt that this was a service to the community and 
should continue. There is a new website for the market 
www.wottonfarmersmarket.co.uk 
Town Hall Teas has this year raised £8,187 for charity and continue to be well subscribed 
The Heritage Centre is actively applying for grants. The Wotton Calendar was sold out and raised money for their 
funds. They now have 565 followers on Facebook. The large screen and projector has been installed. The 
complete collection of old photographs has been computerised, so it now needs the public to identify people for 
the records. 
Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum: I am a trustee on this body. Visiting other market towns makes me realise 
how fortunate we are to have so many organisations working for the town. Not many other market towns have 
facilities such as an arts centre, cinema and modern Civic Centre with its One Stop Shop. A number of towns have 
copied our CCTV system which is currently being upgraded.       June Cordwell, Chair of Regeneration 

http://www.wottonfarmersmarket.co.uk/


Wotton Youth Liaison 

Group Annual Report 

2014/15 

There have been major changes to the 

Youth Liaison Group committee this year. 

Mark Lovell retired as Chairman at the AGM. Mark worked tirelessly during his 5 year tenure. Mark 

oversaw the installation of equipment in the new Youth Centre. He was both Chairman and Treasurer, 

bidding for grants, and will be sorely missed.  

The new Committee is chaired by Phil Sullivan MBE. Phil helped me to set up the group in 2001. He is 

recently retired from Stroud District Council as Manager of Community Services. We currently have no 

treasurer.   

The 3 year contract with Young Gloucestershire expires in August. The Town Council has decided not to 

stay with SOSYP (the South of Stroud Youth Partnership) as the commissioning body and go it alone 

with youth provision in Wotton. The Youth Liaison Group bids for money and does not see any 

advantage in being with SOSYP. 

Wotton has 3 youth providers who use the Youth Centre. The Youth Forum is funded by SDC (although 

Youth Liaison funded it until 2014). Tuesdays are run through SOSYP, by Young Gloucestershire and 

funded by the Town Council. Thursdays are run by Youth and Community and are funded by the Youth 

Liaison Group. 

YLG recently were successful in a bid for £5,000 from the Activity Fund run by SDC. Youth and 

Community Services will now be providing activities which are time limited projects and training to 

increase skills, develop their awareness of their role, build an effective team, and hopefully lead to 

employment op portunities. 

Looking to the immediate future it is impossible to see Youth Liaison Group funding a 

Youth Centre session in its entirety. When the Youth Centre opened, money from the 

Diamond Jubilee Fund and donations from the community flowed in. After equipping the 

Youth Centre these funds were spent on a second session for Thursday evenings - all 

those funds were spent in the first year of operation. This last year, we managed to raise 

£7,600 against £13,000 the previous year. The coffers are now bare. We were never set up as a 

fundraising committee, but to liaise with statutory bodies, because of violence and anti-social behaviour 

in the town.  Youth Liaison Group continues to bid for money from various sources and is having a 

sponsored walk plus, a fundraising Curry Evening in the autumn.  The 

situation is very fragile.       

  June Cordwell 

Editorial NoteThe Youth Liaison Group is a dedicated group of volunteers who promote youth 

activity in this town and without this group, the Youth Centre would not be the vibrant 

popular centre it is now, and operating in such a useful, modernised and refurbished centre of 

town building. But new volunteers are desperately needed to carry on the good work and 

ensure the youth centre continues to thrive, when it also gains access into the adjacent 

Chipping Club Room building for some sessions  - please contact clerk@wotton-under-

edge.com if you can be involved in any way. 

mailto:clerk@wotton-under-edge.com
mailto:clerk@wotton-under-edge.com


 
 

Wotton under Edge Library - Ludgate Hill 

 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday 10.00 ς 1.00     2.00 ς 6.00 

Wednesday 10.00 ς 1.00     2.00 ς 5.00 

Thursday Closed 

Friday 10.00 ς 1.00     2.00 ς 5.00 

Saturday 9.30. ς 12.30 

 

Thanks to the continued contribution of monies from the Town Council and with the support of our 

volunteers the library continues to be open for 22 hours per week, providing access both on Saturdays and 

one evening until 6.00pm. This pattern is important to us in order to ensure that families and people who 

work during the day can make full use of their local library. The Library Support Volunteers are a highly 

committed group who turn up every week without fail and as a result we are assured of our opening hours. 

 

During the summer, along with libraries up and down the country Wotton offered children the opportunity 

to participate in the Summer Reading Challenge. This annual event aims to keep children reading during 

the long summer break.  

The children collect stickers and rewards by visiting the library at least 3 times and reading a minimum of 6 

books. In Wotton 173 children joined in the challenge and the library held an event for them each week of 

the holidays. All of this was made possible by the enthusiasm of our young volunteers from Katherine Lady 

Berkeley School. 

 

Our Baby Bounce & Rhyme sessions for babies up to 18 months, goes from strength to strength, but we are 

always ready to welcome new Mums and Dads! This is a weekly event and is a way of introducing babies to 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ŧǳƴ ǊƘȅƳŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ϧ ŎƘŀǘ 

afterwards. 

 

Each month we run a Library Club for people who need help visiting the library. Using Community 

Transport which has a tail lift and which can accommodate people in wheelchairs we offer people the 

opportunity to visit the library to choose their own books and chat to club members over a cup of tea. You 

may have seen one of our long standing members who last year celebrated her 100th birthday. 

 

As a service we aim to provide something for everyone so why not come along and see what there is for 

you. 

  



WOTTON IN BLOOM 2014 -OUR BEST YEAR YET! 

I am delighted to be able to say that Wotton in Bloom 2014 

was indeed our best year yet.  

*Fundraising ς the fundraising went well from the 

beginning. Traders were quick to respond to our enquiries 

and most were eager to join in. This meant that we knew 

early in the year how many baskets and troughs we would 

be putting up, and how much extra funding we had to 

raise. Our major funders in 2014 were Wotton Town 

Council, Renishaw, Magnox and  Alderley plc. Many thanks 

to them from the Wotton in Bloom team on behalf of the residents of Wotton. 

*Locally we received donations from many local businesses who do not have a 

presence on the main streets. Wotton is known for the large number of local 

clubs and societies, many of whom make a donation to Wotton in Bloom. Thanks 

to all who contributed and many who have 

done so more than once. 

*Several individuals contribute to Wotton 

in Bloom every year ς our thanks to them 

for their continued support. 

*12 of the baskets were sponsored by 

local business or societies. These were put 

up outside our Charity Shops and filled in some of the gaps 

where shops are empty. 

*The Wotton in Bloom team have collecting boxes in several 

shops, have an annual street collection, and sell home-made pickles and preserves at the Charities fair. 

As a direct result of this generosity in 2014 we put up 118 baskets and troughs in Church Street, Long 

Street, Market Street and High Street. ς 17 more than in 2013. We hit our fundraising target of £10,000 

and were able to replace all the old baskets. 

And now to the flowers ς well what 

can I say? I am told that people came 

from miles around to see the 

astonishing displays. Our thanks to 

Paul, Diane and all at Wotton Farm 

{ƘƻǇΥ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ 

the compost ς but it works!! And now 

to 2015 ΧΧΧΧΦ 

                           Sue Hunt ς Chair 

                         Wotton in Bloom 2014 

 


