Minutes of Wotton-under-Edge Town Council Meeting
held on Monday 17" November 2025 at 7.00pm in the Civic Centre

Present: Clirs P Smith (Chair), R Claydon, D Thomas, J Cordwell, B Britton-Giriffiths,
P Underwood, E Edwards, R Greenup, R Halpin

In attendance: A Durn (Town Clerk); Stroud District Clirs C Braun and G Kitchen;
plus 2 members of the public

T.7622 To receive Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted for Clirs F Hulls, L Hewish, J Lewis.
Apologies also received from County and District Clir L Cohen.

T.7623 To consider and approve candidates for co-option on to the Town
Council and receive the Declaration of Office
No applications received

T.7624 To receive Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations
There were none received

T.7625 To approve the Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council
meeting of 3 November 2025

It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council
meeting of 39 November 2025

T.7626 Public Forum

Members of the public can make representations, raise questions, or submit
comments

There were no public comments

T.7627 Chairman’s Announcements - to receive report from the Chairman.

The Chairman had circulated the following report:

1. Attended a meeting with other Councillors with Carter Jonas, the consultant for
the Town and Chipping Hall, to discuss the post tender report and to recommend
to council the Contractor for the work to both above buildings.

2. Attended the solar working group with councillors and Stroud Transition. It was
agreed to recommend to council that council agree in principle on further work to
be carried out by Stroud Transition and its partners with no financial commitment
from the council.

3. Attended the open meeting at Charfield Station. The construction work to the new
car parks and station have started with a view to being open by Spring 2027. The
main subject of the open meeting was to consult on the parking arrangements in
nearby streets. South Gloucestershire are planning to make a charge for parking
in the car parks, approximately £3, but are also going to introduce a parking
permit system in the street nearby, at a possible cost of £30 per residents, plus
£30 if residents wish to buy a visitor parking permit. This did not seem to go down
well with residents as it was felt if the car parks were free, travelers would likely
use the car park rather than park on side roads. Since the meeting at least two
groups have been formed by residents to fight not to have parking permits.

4. Attended the 30-year celebrations for the ark coffee shop during which | had been
asked to give a speech on behalf of the Town Council thanking all the volunteers
who run this very popular coffee shop. | believe the Ark is now the longest running
coffee shop in Wotton.

5. | have been informed that the new houses between Bradley Street and
Gloucester Street have bat and swift bricks as part of the new buildings as well as



hedgehog highways within the gardens. An easy addition to help conserve
endangered species.
There were no comments.

T.7628 To receive reports from County Councillor and District Councillors
County CliIr L Cohen had circulated the following report:
Congratulations
Cotswold Book Room on its 75™ birthday and the marvellous Cath and Gideon York
who made it possible.
Fred and Jeremy as they take on The Royal Oak. A time to also thank Andy and Lita
for working so hard to ensure all our pubs stay open for business and help attract a
wide range of visitors to Wotton.
News
Connect to Work
Connect to Work, funded by the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), is one of
a series of measures which aims to support people back into work.
The Gloucestershire Connect to Work programme aims to help over 2,900 individuals
over the next four and half years who have health conditions or other barriers to
getting into or staying in work.
Gloucestershire is one of the first of 47 areas across England and Wales to launch
the scheme, which aims to boost employment and economic activity rates.
The latest figures show that around 17.5% of people aged between 16 and 64 living
in Gloucestershire are economically inactive, this will include students and people
who have retired early. In addition, approximately 2.6% are unemployed.
The Connect to Work programme is being delivered by Gloucestershire County
Council through their established Employment and Skills Hub, which provides a front
door to skills and employment support in the county. The team behind it has a long
history of success, having delivered similar programmes of support for over 10 years.
To find out more and to self-refer for help:
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/employment-and-skills-hub/
01452 425776
Watch our video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOQytofnvHw
Grass Roots Neighbourhood Fund
A new Councillor-led grant scheme launched on Wednesday 22 October 2025, to
support grassroots initiatives seeking to improve health and wellbeing across
Gloucestershire.
The grant scheme will run for 18 months, and | have up to £20,000 to support
projects in Wotton and Berkeley Vale. There will be a lower limit of £250 and an
upper limit of £5,000 per grant.
The scheme will deliver funding to community initiatives and for example projects
which:

e Promote and encourage health and wellbeing for all.
Promote access to nature and/or the environment.
Promote healthy lifestyles.
Improve digital inclusion.
Encourage safer neighbourhoods and community cohesion.
Enable people to build social connections and contribute to reducing social
isolation and loneliness.

e Have a focus on individuals or groups who may be at higher risk of

experiencing inequalities because of their life circumstances.

This scheme is intended to support grassroots community organisations, ie:
community and voluntary groups, registered charities, Community Interest
Companies, Town and Parish Councils, sports groups, schools and academies and
patient led groups. ‘For profit’ organisations are not eligible.



https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/employment-and-skills-hub/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A//tracking.gloucestershire.vuelio.uk.com/tracking/click%3Fd%3D8aHRgqWtT-oN4yNMq0Bt7JLmB8XGmv5sJJsf8biXX5GfAWt2i1uqUn3Hzo7-O-GQx6mZs2Fq6TcnZkvE9q11vraA14kItxzT24MkONtUPjRRqMxwICCQB4T8NMge1jiGGzEi2xmOhhVequSwOge2WTEqLCXJKfHuq9OVEKO6cNaI0&data=05%7C02%7Cjeff.bolitho%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7C89941f8368424502089c08ddf118866c%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C638931809838518145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jFMQXHDwSI2nRUfpw9AFGw0kyEFRCc5GhdOW42FWED0%3D&reserved=0

The Fund will use an online application process with automated features. To support
both Councillors and applicants, we've created a clear, step-by-step guide available
here: How to apply | Gloucestershire County Council . There will still be paper based
options for those unable to access the online forms.
All information about the new scheme is available on the dedicated webpage:
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund
Local Government Reorganisation
All seven councils in Gloucestershire have worked together to come up with two
proposals for how local government could be organised in the future.
Councillors across the county will now discuss these options during November:
One council for the whole of Gloucestershire (Single Unitary Authority)
Two councils: one for the West (Gloucester, Forest of Dean, Stroud) and one for the
East (Cheltenham, Cotswold, Tewkesbury)
Gloucester City Council has also been developing a separate proposal for a Greater
Gloucester unitary council, the details of which will be released in due course.
All proposals must be submitted to The Government by 28 November 2025.
The Government is then expected to consult Gloucestershire residents and other key
stakeholders early next year before they decide in the summer which proposal they
want to see implemented in the county.
Based on the Government's current timetable, elections to the new council/s would
be in May 2027 with the new council/s taking over from the current seven councils
from April 2028.
The full proposals, along with a timetable of the council meetings where they will be
debated can be found on Future Gloucestershire : Devolution and Local Government
Reorganisation in Gloucestershire
Other activity of note...
e Continue to address parking issues in Wotton and villages — particularly
issues with school drop off and pick up
e Flooding issues in Holywell Road — meeting with residents and GCC
Highways
e Work with Wotton Town Council, utilities company and local businesses to
minimise impact of works and road closures in Bear Street in November
e Meeting with North Nibley Parish Councillor and GCC Highways to discuss
road and junction improvements.
¢ Attended meeting with Bristol Water and Tresham residents about water
supply issues.
¢ Arrangements being made to visit all schools and local organisations in my
area
e Coombe Road speed survey being arranged
e Assistance with footpaths issue in Tresham

Parish and Town Priorities for 25/26

Parish/Town Priorities for 25/26 Action

Wotton under Edge TC | Urgent recruitment of a new 6 new councillors co-
cohort of town councillors opted in October
Symn Lane Car Park Passed to SDC to get

work done. Target
completion December.

Town Hall Being chased.
Outline design done.
Old Town Toilets Proposals going to WTC.

Monitor.



https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/business-property-and-economy/finance-funding-and-grants/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/how-to-apply/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/
https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/
https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/

5. Youth Services

6. Market Town Revitalisation

7. Wotton Tidy Up

WTC to report back,
Meeting with Kingswood
to discuss DORIS option.
Agreed to help with
fundraising and initiative.
Champion market
initiative

Complete — schedule
next event

Kingswood PC

TRO Parking Restrictions Tubbs
Turf

VAS siting agreement and
implementation

Crossing patrol

County position on 20mph

Ongoing

Ongoing with Highways
Discussed with Cabinet
— update parish council
Chasing / also look at
moveable bollards

In process

Alkington PC

1. Make Swanley junction safer

2. Speed on A38

Discuss September PC
meeting. Feed into
speed consultation.
Progress at November
meeting.

Ham and Stone PC

Children’s play area — funding and
repairs

Church/community hub toilet fund
£15k needed

Village Hall repairs/upgrades

Path and road repairs Court
Meadow

School Support

Use of Thornbury Recycling
Centre

Apply to Grassroots
fund

Grassroots fund?

Speak Sarah McCaulay
GCC - schedule with
Highways Local Meeting
in November Martyn
Horwood GCC working
on getting this moving.
South Glos

cabinet member
emailed.

Hillesley and Tresham
PC

. Road Safety Initiatives inc cyclist

speeds into Hillesley, village
gateways, Community 20’s

. Outstanding Broadband

connections (Gigaclear)

Support Council to
implement

Assist with getting
remaining properties and
Hopkins Hall

connected

North Nibley PC

1. Playground — funding initiative

Grassroots fund




2. Road Safety initiative — data Met with campaign team
plans and safety patrol and highways. Highways
confirmed outstanding
information. Progress at
parish council meeting

in November.

Stinchcombe PC 1. Taits Lane Development Refused Representing
village

2. Swedish Homes concerns at Housing
Committee On Tuesday
4/11

3.Village of the Year entry Support entry Signage to
4.Playground be

completed

Linda Cohen
Gloucestershire County Councillor — Wotton -under-Edge and Berkeley Vale Division
Cabinet Member for Education & Skills
Gloucestershire County Council
cl/o Democratic Services, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester,
GL1 2TG linda.cohen@gloucestershire.qgov.uk

There were no comments

Stroud District Councillors had circulated the following report:
Along with residents' casework and in addition to council and training meetings at
Ebley Mill, Clirs Kitchen, Braun & Cohen attended the regular council meetings at
North Nibley, Stinchcombe & Wotton-under-Edge.
Council meetings
Link to meeting agenda and documents in the committee title.
Strategy and Resources Committee - 2nd October
e Approved a new framework to improve the way that the council undertakes
consultation & engagement. Agreed also to procure an online engagement
tool to facilitate and streamline this consultation and engagement activity.
¢ New social value measures, which are more tailored to local priorities and a
new measurement tool were agreed. 'Social value' is defined as the additional
benefit to the community from a commissioning or procurement process over
and above the direct purchasing of goods, services, works and outcomes, and
can be measured in terms of economic, social and environmental activities
and outcomes. This requirement applies to council contracts over £90k.
e Agreed to fund an additional £22k to cover final costs for the new Community
Hub in Berkeley - which opened on 20th October. The new GL13 Community
Hub building (formerly known as Berkeley Books since it also houses the
community library) required extra funds to cover unforeseen building costs
due to changes in legislation. This was agreed as an exceptional payment
under the Council's Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) strategic project
fund.
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e Approved the Budget Strategy for 2026-27 and the Medium Term Financial
Plan. This is used for service areas to finalise their budget proposals ahead of
final adoption of the budget in February. It proposes the usual 2.99% increase
in Council Tax for SDC and a 4% increase in council fees and charges to
reflect inflationary pressures. The Council's funding will not be confirmed by
Government until end of December, but we expect that there will be a
significant reduction in other funding this year for Stroud District Council, due
to the 'Fair Funding Review' which is redistributing Government funding in
favour of the most disadvantaged areas.

e Key Point Summary — Member/Officer Reports

e Leadership Gloucestershire

Proposal for a new Gloucestershire Housing Commission to
drive affordable-housing investment and improve health
outcomes.

A county-wide Vision for Skills is developing, to include support
for young people who are Not in Employment, Education or
Training (NEET), addressing the challenges of social mobility,
digital/tech, and construction skill gaps; calls for outreach and
apprenticeship pathways.

¢ Regeneration & Investment Board (RIB)

Gloucestershire's draft Local Growth Plan for 2025-2035 is due
to be approved this month. It will target secure tech, advanced
engineering, agri-tech, green energy, plus five cross-cutting
missions. The focus will be inclusive, people-centred prosperity
which is environmentally responsible.

Market Towns Vitality Fund - the remaining £55k has been
earmarked to support local economic priorities and officers have
been in touch with the nine market towns to understand their
priorities to inform the final allocation of funds. Funded projects
to date include Christmas lights, new noticeboards, a textile trail,
and promotional flyers.

Severn Edge update - a final decision on whether Oldbury on
Severn will be the site for the UK's first small modular nuclear
reactor will be announced in the autumn.

Other funds: A high level update was shared on the 60 projects
that have been supported through the UK Shared Prosperity
Fund and Rural England Prosperity Fund.

Market town business count - a business survey has reviewed
the number of vacant and occupied premises and those needing
improvement.

e City Region Board - July & Sept meetings

County-wide update on districts' local plans and a proposal to
create a strategic development plan for Gloucestershire

Local Area Energy Plan which will allow the county to influence
where grid capacity should be prioritised.

Green Skills strategy outlines priorities and plans a summit in Q1
2026.
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e Cotswold Canals Connected- revised programme of work is on track for
canal restoration, nature reserve and community engagement. An
additional £6.46m grant request has been made to the National Lottery
Heritage Fund (NLHF) to enable the project to be completed with
connection to the national canal network.

e Brimscombe Port Redevelopment

e SDC is undertaking 'Soft-market testing' to test interest from new
developers following withdrawal of Miller Homes. A proposal will
come to Committee later this month to take the project forward.

e Woodchester Mansion — Heritage Lottery Fund

e Secured a grant from NLHF of £154k plus £30k council match to
build capacity and hire two part-time staff to develop this council-
owned site with events and partnership activities with the
National Trust.

¢ Video recording

Development Control Committee - 21st October

e Land North East Of, Kingston Road, Slimbridge, S.25/1339/VAR - approved

e Variation of previously approved plans from S.23/1593/FUL (Installation
& operation of a 36 MW battery storage facility & ancillary equipment).
This will involve fewer batteries, a rotation of the transformer and some
changes to the building.

More technical guidance that needs to be complied with now, therefore some
changes to planning conditions.

e Parish council continues to object on multiple levels. Approved with one
abstention.

e Land At 3 To 4, Ferndale Road, Whiteshill, Stroud, S.25/0918/FUL - approved

e Erection of 2 detached dwellings, officer recommendation approval.
Ward councillor and parish councillors list many objections including
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) which will need to be delivered off site due
to small size of this site.

e Approved - unanimous.

¢ Video recording

Full Council - 23rd October

e Licensing Policy new policy adopted. This outlines the principles Stroud
District Council will apply when exercising its functions under the Licensing
Act 2003 for the period January 2026 to January 2031.

e Budget Strategy and updated Medium Term Financial Plan approved.

e Tackling domestic Adopted the Gloucestershire Tackling Domestic Abuse
Strategy 2025-28 developed by Gloucestershire County Council. The strategy
sets out the countywide vision, strategic priorities, and outcomes for
addressing domestic abuse over the next three years.

e Council paper format Approved a motion that the financial implications and
implications for Local Government Reorganisation should be more clearly
presented on council reports.

¢ Video recording

Ward casework
Community Services Following a request from North Nibley Parish Council, who had
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received concerns about the untidy state of the disused garage in the village, ClIr
Braun has received an update from the SDC Community Services Team, who have
been in touch with the owner and are hopeful that these issues will be addressed.
Housing A drop in event was held at Wotton Baptist Church on 8th October by the
SDC New Homes Team to talk to local residents about the proposals for 8 new eco-
friendly council homes to replace the four old Swedish timber homes on Mount
Pleasant that are beyond their expected life and no longer compliant with home
energy efficiency requirements.

Other news

e Local Government Reorganisation. The seven councils in Gloucestershire
have now published two proposals (https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/) for
how local government could be organised in the future - the One
Gloucestershire and East/West unitary options. The third 'Greater Gloucester'
option (known as the doughnut) will be published soon.

e Council tenants encouraged to test their heating
(https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/council-tenants-encouraged-to-test-heating-
before-temperatures-drop/)

e Historic Brunel Goods Shed'’s future secured as a vibrant cultural venue at the
heart of Stroud following its purchase by Stroud Valleys Artspace
(https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/historic-brunel-goods-sheds-future-secured-
following-purchase-by-stroud-valleys-artspace/)

e Awaab’s Law: new protections for social housing tenants to improve
standards (https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/awaabs-law-what-social-housing-
tenants-need-to-know/)

e Council acts to protect community from persistent anti-social behaviour by
evicting a tenant in Paganhill, Stroud (https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/council-
acts-to-protect-community-from-persistent-anti-social-behaviour/)

Prepared by Clir Gareth Kitchen (Green) based on councillor activity in October with
updates from ClIr Linda Cohen (Lib Dem) & Clir Catherine Braun (Green).

District Clir C Braun gave an update on the Local Plan, a report from the Planning
Inspector is expected in the next few months. The report will be able to be used by
Stroud District Council for planning purposes.

There were no comments or queries.

The County and District Councillors were thanked for their reports.

T.7629 Accounts

a) There was a consideration of installing VOIP system for broadband and
telephones. There followed a lengthy discussion which included the roll-out of
the fibre-optic programme and its deadline of the end of 2027, whether prudent
to continue with the current service. It was RESOLVED to continue with the
Co-Op contract at the current price until fibre-optic is installed.

b) The M&G investments valuation at 5/10/2025 of £63,685 was noted.

c) The Public Rights of Way (PROW) Working Group were enthusiastic in the
membership of the national Walkers are Welcome group. The PROW WG had
sought the views of other walking groups and the response was positive. The
PROW WG had offered to carry out a consultation to meet the criteria. It was
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RESOLVED to work with the PROW Working Group and to apply to Walkers
Are Welcome.

d) It was RESOLVED to agree purchase of colostomy friendly bag shelves from
Commercial Washrooms for the Civic Centre toilets

e) Itwas RESOLVED to agree to a stall at the Christmas events with Clirs R
Halpin and R Greenup as volunteers. Clir R Greenup would share her ideas for
the stall.

f) The 2025/26 Budget Report was noted.

g) It was RESOLVED to approve November accounts for payment*

T.7630 Planning
To consider:
a) Pre-Application Consultation - Proposed Telecommunications Upgrade at Land
at Avonshire Plant, off Tabernacle Road.
There was a lengthy discussion on the pre-application including planning
obligations, location, technical specifications. It was RESOLVED to send the
following queries to the applicant:

1. ltis not clear why a suitable foundation for the new mast can’t be
constructed at the location of the existing mast, unless the existing mast is
needed for transition to the new service, in which case how long will the
construction and transition period last. If a transition period is required, will
both masts be active at the same time and for how long?

2. Although the covering letter contains a statement that the installation meets
ICNIRP guidelines it is not clear whether this refers to a generic analysis or
an assessment of the actual site. Simple ground=level assessments are
not appropriate for this site which is surrounded by hills, and we would
expect to see a site-specific analysis and associated Health and Safety
report, as needed to allay any local concerns about any local health
hazards. Will any monitoring take place to ensure permitted radiation
levels are being maintained?

3. What is the power output and frequency range of the transmissions?

4. Can antenna radiation patters be provided, including for the proposed
microwave dish. What is the bore-sight direction of the dish?

5. Does the mast replacement entail any local off-site construction work?

b) Report from Stripe Consulting on Symn Lane Car Park planning application

S.23/2101/VAR

There was a lengthy discussion on the report and queries arising from the

comments. It was RESOLVED to agree to the comments from Stripe

Consulting and the Stroud District Council comments subject to any feedback

from Stripe Consulting. The Town Clerk to circulate the feedback from Stripe

Consulting to Councillors.

The Deputy Clerk and Assistant Clerk joined the meeting

T.7631 Play Area Improvement Project

The deadline for the crowdfunding is 16" December 2025 and approx. £5500 is
needed to meet the target, if the target is not met by the deadline, Stroud District
Council takes back their pledge of £9500. The stall at the Christmas Under The Edge
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event will be to promote the play area and encourage people to make pledges. All
Councillors are encouraged to share widely and encourage people to make a
pledge.

T.7632 National Heritage Memorial Fund

The Government have announced that a new National Heritage Memorial Fund of
£2m will be launched in January 2026, this could be an opportunity for funding for
the War Memorial repairs and cleaning.

T.7633 Christmas/New Year
It was RESOLVED that the Christmas and New Year office closure will be 25t
December 2025 to 2nd January 2026 inclusive

T.7634 Climate and Nature Small Grant
It was noted that the Stroud District Council Climate and Nature Small Grant 2025
application was unsuccessful.

T.7635 Independent Renumeration Panel Report

Stroud District Council had produced an Independent Renumeration Panel report
and options. The report and options were discussed which included the possible

implications of the Local Government Review. It was RESOLVED to put on hold.

T.7636 Brief reports from Councillors
Clir D Thomas had attended the WACAN talk on Heat Pumps. He reported that it
had been well attended and informative.

2 members of the public left

T.7637 EXEMPT: Prior to consideration of the following agenda items,
councillors are invited to pass the following resolution: Pursuant to the
provisions of the Public Bodies (admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 (as
extended by $100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the Press and Public be
excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds
that its consideration would involve the disclosure of exempt information

It was RESOLVED for the Public and Press to leave the meeting

Buildings & Facilities Manager, District Clir G Kitchen, and 2 members of the public
left the meeting

T.7638 Town Clerk’s Report

The Chairman announced that he was deferring the item on the staff backpay and to
hold a separate meeting with an employment lawyer. He invited the Assistant Clerk
and Deputy Clerk to speak. The Assistant Clerk made a statement and expressed
her disappointment that the staff backpay was not being discussed. The Deputy
Clerk and the Assistant Clerk left the meeting. The Chairman stated that he had
asked the Town Clerk to arrange a meeting with an employment legal expert to
advise the Council.

Town Council Minutes 17t November 2025 |10



The Town Clerk reminded Council that the Deputy Clerk had resigned and her last
day would be mid December due to holiday being taken. Locum cover is challenging
to find due to a shortage and the location of the Town Council. The recruitment
company is working with the Town Clerk and employment boards for permanent
placements.

T.7639 Bequest
The solicitor is working with all the recipients and obtaining specialist advice. Further
information to be circulated when received.

The meeting ended at 09.25pm

Signed: Date:
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