Minutes of Wotton-under-Edge Town Council Meeting
held on Monday 18t May 2026 at 7.00pm in the Civic Centre

Present: Clir L Hewish (Chair for part of the meeting), Clirs R Halpin (Deputy Chair),
M Tucker, J Cordwell, D Thomas, B Britton-Griffiths, E Edwards, R Greenup, M
Jeffery, P Underwood, J Lewis

In attendance: A Durn (Town Clerk); Stroud District Clirs C Braun, G Kitchen and L
Cohen; A Burns (Deputy Facilities & Buildings Manager), H Saunders (Locum Deputy
Town Clerk) plus 4 members of the public

T.7764 To elect the Town Mayor and Chair of the Town Council and
receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

It was RESOLVED to elect Clir L Hewish to be Town Mayor and Chair of the Town
Council. Cllir Hewish signed the Declaration of Office.

T.7765 To elect the Deputy Town Mayor and Vice Chair of the Town
Council and receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Clir M Tucker rescinded the nominations he had received. It was RESOLVED to
elect ClIr R Halpin as Deputy Town Mayor and Vice Chair of the Town Council. Clir R
Halpin signed the Declaration of Office.

Clir L Hewish asked if Clir R Halpin could take the Chair. It was RESOLVED for ClIr
R Halpin to take the Chair on behalf of Clir L Hewish.

T.7766 To receive Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted for Clir F Hulls, and District Clir C Braun.
County & District Clir L Cohen would be late.

T.7767 To receive Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations
None received

T.7768 To receive a presentation from Under The Edge Arts (UTEA)

A trustee of UTEA, Mr M Lovell, gave a presentation on the changes at UTEA, the
health & safety works and compliance, events, and future plans.

There followed a discussion on improving heating in the Chipping Hall and the short
term to long term maintenance programme and systems.

The Chair thanks Mr Lovell for the presentation.

T.7769 To receive a presentation from Wotton Pool

The new Chair of the Wotton Pool Trustees, Mr S Aslet, gave a presentation on the
potential of the Pool and risk management. He explained that the underground pipes
have been in place for 25 years and it would cost £125k to replace. The current
Trustees have been in place for over 6 years, and they would welcome new
volunteers and Trustees. They had been asked for their advice with the Stroud
Outdoor Pool/Lido improvement project and supported a Stroud Town public
meeting. The Trustees welcome working more closely with the Town Council.
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There followed a discussion on the history of the Pool, their current opening times,
and ideas for more use and income potential.
The Chair thanked Mr S Aslet for his presentation.

T.7770 Public Forum

A representative from Wotton in Bloom reported that, weather permitting, the
hanging baskets would be installed throughout the town on 215t May 2026 with the
Wotton Lions. The Wotton Clean-Up day resulted in 30 bags of weeds being cleared.

T.7771 Westridge Wood Forestry Works
The correspondence between a member of the public and the local MP, Simpn
Opher, was noted.

T.7772 To approve the Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 20t April

2026 and the Extra Ordinary Town Council meeting of 27t April 2026

It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 20t April

2026 and the Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Town Council meeting of 27" April 2026.

T.7773 Staff Resignation

It was noted that the Deputy Buildings & Facilities Manager had resigned. The Town
Council wished him well for the future and thanked him for all his hard work and
dedication to the town.

T.7774 Chair’s Report

Clir L Hewish reported that it was a new Civic Year with a relatively new team. She
thanked Clirs J Cordwell and M Tucker for their support. She reported that it was
good to see current projects are near to fruition.

T.7775 To receive reports from District Councillors

Wotton-under-Edge, North Nibley & Stinchcombe

Along with residents' casework and in addition to council and training meetings at

Ebley Mill, CliIrs Kitchen, Braun, & Cohen attended the regular council meetings at

North Nibley, Stinchcombe & Wotton-under-Edge.

Council meetings

Link to meeting agenda and documents in the committee title.

Strategy & Resources Committee - 16th April

¢ Stratford Park Lido in Stroud - Capital Investment Options. The lido first

opened in 1937 and is now an ageing facility in need of repair, and due to its
condition needs to remain closed to allow further investigations to be
completed. Work to reopen the lido depends on addressing a number of
safety-critical issues identified through specialist surveys.
At the Committee meeting, an amendment to the recommendation was
agreed, which commits the council to develop a costed schedule and
timetable identifying the minimum essential works required to bring the lido
back into safe use as soon as possible, and a similar schedule for a more
comprehensive plan for the refurbishment of the lido for the medium and
longer term.
Subject to the survey results (expected June 2026) being satisfactory, and to
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any costed plans being within budget (£900k capital investment works and/or
£200k revenue repair works) the repairs could commence immediately. There
is further info about the lido, including FAQs and fortnightly updates on the
Council's website https://www.stroud.gov.uk/culture-leisure-sports-parks/lido/
Active Lifestyles Stroud - Leisure centre in Stratford Park - Agreed to add
£650,000 to the Capital Programme to fund the gym equipment replacement
and refurbishment works to ensure resources are targeted to meet community
needs. This is much needed investment to replace ageing equipment and to
refresh the facilities following the council taking back management of the
centre over a year ago.

Community Infrastructure Levy - The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
is a planning charge, introduced in 2008. It provides a fair and transparent
means for ensuring that development contributes to the cost of the
infrastructure it will ultimately rely on, such as schools, social infrastructure,
flood risk mitigation works, transport, and roads. Previously, SDC could only
make formal CIL funding allocations over one financial year. The revised
guidance extends this to three years, giving partner organisations greater
financial certainty and more time to plan and deliver community infrastructure
projects. This year any bids for CIL funding must be sent to SDC by 10
September.

Corporate Enforcement Policy - The Counter Fraud and Enforcement Unit
(CFEU) has prepared this new policy which sets out the legal framework and
principles the Council will follow when undertaking investigations for a wide
range of breaches and offences. It demonstrates the Council’s consideration
of necessity, proportionality and public interest when deciding on enforcement
action.

Local Government Reorganisation Joint Scrutiny Proposals - A new joint
scrutiny group will be set up across all Gloucestershire councils, to ensure
accountability for, and understanding of, the Gloucestershire Local
Government Reorganisation Programme. This new scrutiny group will be in
place until the 'shadow' unitary authority/ies are elected, which is currently
expected in May 2027.

Leadership Gloucestershire - covered Police Reform White Paper, Local
Growth Plan, Gloucestershire Housing Commission, skills and training,
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities provision, and a new 'anti-hate
statement' to used by Gloucestershire organisations in public facing
communications to demonstrate that hate and discrimination will not be
tolerated in the county.

City Region Board - covered the Together Gloucestershire project which
aims to create a platform for private and public sector organisations to source
ethical and reliable suppliers in Gloucestershire; challenges facing the retail
and hospitality sectors; a Spatial Development Strategy for the county (which
would sit above the local plans); Gloucestershire Business Rates Pool and
Strategic Economic Development Fund.

Canal Project - updates on governance, M5 crossing project, community
engagement, and the recent visit by the National Lottery Heritage Fund Board
of Trustees in March which included filling Oldbury Pound with water - the first
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section of the 'missing mile' of the canal to be reconstructed since part of it
was filled in by M5 construction from the late 1960s.

e Video recording (626 views)

Environment Committee - 23rd April

e Tree Management Policy - A new SDC policy where trees are recognised as
vital natural assets that enrich biodiversity, strengthen climate resilience,
shape local landscape character and enhance community wellbeing. The
policy has eight objectives: maintaining public safety through proportionate
tree risk management; delivering cost-effective, environmentally positive tree
care; ensuring high professional standards in arboricultural work; improving
public information and engagement; protecting biodiversity with a focus on
notable, ancient and veteran trees; increasing canopy cover through
appropriate planting and climate-resilient species; supporting climate change
adaptation and mitigation; and ensuring fair distribution of tree benefits across
all neighbourhoods.

e Biodiversity and Monitoring Duty Report - SDC's progress from July 2023
to January 2026, highlighting achievements in habitat restoration, community
engagement, and statutory Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) implementation. Eight
approved gain plans delivering 75% on-site biodiversity gains. There are
continued commitments to 2031, including expanded land management
across 30 sites, strengthened governance integration, and ongoing
landscape-scale recovery projects with partners like the National Trust and
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.

e Climate Leadership Gloucestershire (CLG) - This group (CLG link) brings
together all the councils in Gloucestershire along with health and other
partners. In the context of local government reorganisation, it is recommended
that the group's work should continue and potentially expand to include
broader community engagement. Current waste actions were reviewed, which
are: Reducing non-recyclable waste; Encouraging circular economy network;
De-carbonise waste fleet; Reduce food waste; New depot provision (Shared
Tewkesbury and Cheltenham site). The group added a new action on the
Javelin Park Incinerator and its future operation. The Secretariat produced a
climate policy planning document for sharing with councils.

e Stroud Valleys Natural Flood Management Steering Group - Inspected a
new intervention at Syde, near Miserden, where a 400m straightened channel
was restored to its natural floodplain state using leaky woody dams and
scrapes to slow water flow and improve wetland connectivity. The project
successfully reduced downstream flood risk and created 0.52ha of improved
habitat, the visit highlighted a need for better public education regarding the
temporary visual impact of restoration works and suggested acquiring water
monitoring equipment to track nutrient levels.

e Update reports - from the Lower Severn Independent Drainage Board and
Gloucestershire Resources and Waste Partnership.

e Video recording (36 views)

Council - 30th April

e Leisure services - Council received questions about the lido and confirmed

the recommendation above for investment in renewing the gym at the Active
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Lifestyles Stroud. Clir Kitchen asked for information relating to investment
relating to active lifestyles work in relation to the Wotton ward. Clir Braun
highlighted the council's Healthy Lifestyles Scheme which supports people to
be more active in a safe way to benefit both their physical and mental health,
delivered across the district in partnership with health professionals and
instructors.
New Local Plan - Council approved the commencement of a new Local Plan,
which is a Government requirement. This will mean publication of the statutory
Notice of Commencement by 30 June 2026 and a 'Gateway 1'
self-assessment by 31 October 2026. The Government's new system
introduces a 30-month end-to-end process to produce a local plan, supported
by three Gateway stages. This is intended to accelerate plan adoption and
achieve universal coverage of up-to-date Local Plans across England.
There is a significant cost associated with this new Local Plan process
(approx £2.5 million) but numerous advantages, including: strong plan-led
control over development; responding to higher housing needs; addressing
key infrastructure constraints; demonstrating a five-year housing land supply,
and avoiding the risks of speculative development. The final guidance on this
new local plan process has not yet been published and is expected this
summer.
To note: Stroud district’'s minimum local housing need will rise to at least 820
dwellings per annum, a significant 33% increase over the 620 dwellings per
annum used for the submitted 2021 draft Local Plan.
At the same time, the draft Local Plan is still under examination, with the
Planning Inspectors currently consulting with the local councils and National
Highways about the M5 Junction 12 and 14 corridors. This examination and
any final report will stretch well into 2026 and overlap with the new Local Plan
preparation.
Gloucestershire council reorganisation Council noted the SDC formal
responses to two recent consultations:
¢ Government Consultation on Local Government reorganisation in
Gloucestershire; SDC is strongly in favour of a single unitary authority
¢ Joint response to Government Consultation on Areas for producing
Spatial Development Strategies states that Gloucestershire’s
devolution journey should lead to membership of the West of England
Combined Authority, and that Gloucestershire should form a single
foundation strategic authority as a pre-cursor to joining the West of
England Combined Authority.
Committee meeting format and deadline for public questions Council
approved changes to its constitution:
¢ At the Development Control Committee, for public speaking and parish
presentations to take place before the Planning Officer’s introduction,
so technical issues raised during public participation can be better
addressed.
e To give a longer deadline for the submission of public questions - so
that questions can be submitted up to 3 clear working days ahead of
the meeting (previously 4 clear working days).
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Equality, Diversity, Inclusion, Equity and Belonging Annual Report -
Approved the annual report and action plan and the formal addition of the
socio-economic duty to the Council's policy to better address financial
inequality. This follows successful progress on accessibility and engagement
initiatives last year. It was agreed that neurodiversity would also be
considered in future.

Ubico business plan - Ubico is the council-owned company which delivers
environmental services (including bin collection) across Gloucestershire and
West Oxfordshire. The business plan notes the company's expansion into
Wiltshire, and and the launch of a new five-year roadmap focused on
operational efficiency, fleet decarbonisation, and preparation for Local
Government Reorganisation. The plan prioritises growth while enhancing
safety, digital transformation, and community partnerships across
Gloucestershire.

Canal project - Agreement that the Chief Executive, in consultation with
group leaders, and subject to appropriate risk assessment, could enter into
the Heads of Terms for a lease with National Highways to operation of a new
section of the Stroudwater Canal beneath the M5 Motorway.

Video recording (203 views)

Other news

School Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme - Clir Cohen is
working with SDC to put in place local HAF provision for the summer which
will be in Wotton and Kingswood.

Climate and Nature briefing - a new 50 minute film, the People's Emergency
Briefing, which sets out the key information everyone needs to know about the
climate and nature emergency (particularly councillors), is being screened at
venues across our local area. It's a compelling watch and well worth attending
one of the viewings: Wotton Cinema (9 May - tickets £6), Sawyer Hall
Nailsworth (1 June), The Armstrong in Thornbury (4 June), the Chantry Centre
in Dursley (7 June) and the Royal Agricultural University in Cirencester (25
June). Further details and information can be found on this map along with
options to host further screenings at community venues.

Westridge Woods - Clir Braun continues to engage with relevant officers and
residents about the forestry management works in the woods and has
discussed with the SDC Tree Officer that it would be useful for parishes to be
notified in future about any felling license consultations from the Forestry
Commission.

Recycle more at home: we're now collecting toothpaste tubes and brown
(but not black) plastic plant pots https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/recycle-
more-at-home-we-re-now-collecting-toothpaste-tubes-and-plastic-plant-pots/
New council homes First six of sixteen new affordable homes in Kingswood
bought by Stroud District Council https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/first-six-
new-affordable-homes-bought-by-stroud-district-council/

New £5 bulky waste collections for eligible residents
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/new-5-bulky-waste-collections-for-eligible-
residents-1/
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Community climate and nature grants - new round now open
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/new-round-of-community-climate-and-nature-
grants-now-open/

Renters Rights Stroud District Council prepares residents for major changes
under the Renters Rights Act https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/stroud-district-
council-prepares-residents-for-major-changes-under-the-renters-rights-act/
Music in the Park - returns to Stratford Park this May
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/music-in-the-park-returns-to-stratford-park-
this-may/

No Mow May Residents encouraged to take part
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/leave-what-you-can-residents-encouraged-to-
take-part-in-no-mow-may/

Prepared by Clir Gareth Kitchen (Green) & Clir Catherine Braun (Green) based on
councillor activity in April with updates from Clir Linda Cohen (Lib Dem).

There were no comments or questions for the District Councillors.

T.7776 Stroud District Council & Town & Parish Councils Charter

It was

RESOLVED to agree to adopt the Charter.

T.7777 Policies/Procedures

a)

b)

It was RESOLVED to note the document containing the Town Council’s
extant policies/procedures & approve the application of these policies to
council business for this new period of council with reviews during 2026/27
It was RESOLVED to approve the Terms of Reference for Committees and

Working Groups with reviews during 2026/27

T.7778 Election of Membership to Committees, Working Groups, and
Partnerships:
It was RESOLVED to elect the following Councillors:

a)
b)

Planning Committee — All Councillors

Remembrance Parade Working Group — Clirs M Tucker & B Britton-Giriffiths
Allotments Working Group — Clirs D Thomas, J Lewis, M Jeffery, P
Underwood, R Halpin

Public Rights of Way (PROW) Working Group — Clirs J Cordwell, R Halpin, J
Lewis

Town Regeneration and Events Working Group — Clirs B Britton-Giriffiths, F
Hulls, R Greenup

Commemoration Working Group — Clirs D Thomas, P Underwood

Finance and Special Purposes Committee — Clirs J Cordwell, D Thomas, L
Hewish, R Halpin, R Greenup

Strategic Planning Working Group — Clirs J Cordwell, M Tucker, L Hewish, R
Halpin, M Jeffery

Car Park Working Group — All Councillors

Climate Change Working Group — All Councillors

Solar Panel Working Group — Clirs D Thomas, M Tucker, J Lewis, R Halpin,
M Jeffery, F Hulls
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1)

m

Old Town Toilets Working Group — Clirs M Tucker, J Lewis, M Jeffery
) Local Government Reorganisation Working Group — Clirs J Cordwell, M
Tucker, D Thomas, M Jeffery, L Hewish

n) Workshop Working Group — Clirs M Tucker, M Jeffery, J Lewis, M Jeffery, R

Halpin

T.7779 Appointment of Representatives to organisations:

Wotton & District Recreation Trust — Clirs M Tucker, B Britton-Griffiths
Beaumont-le-Roger Society — Clirs B Britton-Griffiths, L Hewish
Wotton-under-Edge General Charities — Clirs J Lewis, E Edwards, F Hulls
Wotton-under-Edge Combined Charities — Clirs E Edwards, F Hulls
Wotton Community Sports Foundation — Clir E Edwards

Snow Warden — ClIrs R Halpin, E Edwards

Water Course Warden - Clirs R Halpin, E Edwards

Wotton Area Climate Action Network — Clir D Thomas, F Hulls (sub)
Rural Services Network — Clir M Tucker

Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum — Clir M Tucker

Synwell Playing Fields Committee — Clirs J Lewis, L Hewish
Wotton-under-Edge Swimming Pool — Clirs E Edwards, R Greenup (sub)
Wotton in Bloom — Clirs M Tucker, L Hewish (sub)

Under The Edge Arts — CliIr r Halpin, L Hewish (sub)

Greenway Group — Clir M Tucker

Wotton Walking Festival — Clir R Halpin

T.7780 Town Council Banking Arrangements
It was RESOLVED for Unity Trust Bank to be the the banker for the Town Council
for 2026/27.

T.7781 Accounts

a)

The bank transfers from savings to current account of £60,000 to cover
payments; and subsequent to receipt of half of precept (£291,992.50), and
transfer of £200,000 from current account to savings account were noted.

It was RESOLVED to approve the 2025/26 Final Accounts report & supporting
documents & accounting statements

It was RESOLVED to approve the Risk Management Template

The grant application for Wotton Rugby Football Club was reviewed and the
representative from Wotton Rovers Football Club was asked to present their
application. He gave a report on the history of the Club from 1884. The
Synwell Playing Fields Association mowing contract has ended, and the
Football Club wants to take over responsibility for the pitch maintenance but do
not have a mower. The Club has income from the Lucky Numbers Lottery
which barely covers the costs of running the Club. They have an expected loss
of £1500. It was Council recognised this was exceptional circumstances and it
was RESOLVED to award Wotton Rugby Football Club £2000 towards the
cost of the mower.

The grant application to support the Wotton Silver Band in attending the 2026
National Finals including costs for transport, accommodation, and storage of
the equipment. The Town Council congratulated the Silver Band on their
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achievement and recognised the events they did for Wotton and its residents
and their previous free support for the Town Council events. The Town Council
recognised this was exceptional circumstances and it was RESOLVED to
award the Wotton Silver Band a grant of £3500 towards the costs and wished
them good luck in the finals.

County Clir L Cohen joined the meeting

T.7782 County Councillor’s Report:

County ClIr L Cohen had circulated the following report:

Across the patch...

Safer Roads and Community 20s programme: See the update below and the areas
that will be part of the first tranche. | will keep everyone informed as | get further
information about when my patch will be included.

Grassroots fund applications: These continue to progress. | will be arranging to
showcase supported projects and highlight their important work.

Gary Wilson (Highways Officer) Nominated for Achiever Award: Thank you to
everyone who submitted feedback for this well-deserved nomination. | understand
Gary knows has been put forward and awards will be decided in May, presentations
in June, so watch this space!

Disabled parking and crossing opposite new development, Bradley Street, WUE |
have been liaising with a resident to resolve issues post the completion of the
housing development. | would also mention that | have had the opportunity of a tour
of the new houses. | expect their new tenants to be delighted.

Highways - Clarence Road/Adeys Lane WUE flooding issues | am working with GCC
Highways to get these addressed and resolved.

Car Boot WUE parking problems — lots of complaints about inconsiderate parking
which on this site equates to dangerous parking. No one must park on the verge — it
reduces visibility on a very busy and fast road. | have asked about signage or cones
to stop anyone parking anywhere other than official parking and perhaps organise a
drop off point off the road in the grounds for anyone with disability. I'm delighted to
see that the car boot is so popular which is even more reason not to put it at
risk.Kingswood and Wotton youth provision - District leads to be asked if they have
funding to run activities in Wotton / Kingswood. | am working with Stroud District
Council to bring HAF (free holiday activity and food provision) sessions to the area
during the school summer holiday.

Stinchcombe/Kingswood — support for questions to GCC Cabinet meeting on 13 May
re VAS

Taits Hill proposed development — the public enquiry is underway. | am liaising with
and supporting Stinchcombe PC with their objections.

Support implementation of Kingswood section of Greenway — on hold at present for
response about housing obligations.

Support for Early Learning Unit in Bloor Homes Kingswood planning application —
ongoing with Kingswood and Hillesley and Tresham

Progress Thornbury tip access — discussions continue with the PC. | am prioritising
obtaining a solution. | now have a dedicated officer working on this project with
South Glos to try and achieve a workable solution.

Visit all schools and local organisations
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Meet with each Parish and Town Council to review and set priorities. | hope to have
these finalised shortly. | am attending Annual Parish Meetings as they occur and
meet residents.
GCC News:
New Crisis and Resilience Fund to provide support to families in crisis You can find
help here:
Crisis and Resilience Fund | Gloucestershire County Council
Gloucestershire County Council has introduced the Crisis and Resilience Fund, a
new programme providing support to families experiencing extreme hardship. It
replaces Household Support Fund and Discretionary Housing Payments to offer
immediate help as well as crisis prevention. It is a national Department for Work and
Pensions initiative, delivered locally by Gloucestershire County Council.
A crisis refers to a sudden event or situation that causes immediate hardship or puts
an individual or family at risk of losing basic safety, wellbeing or financial stability.
Examples include:
Floods or fires causing loss of home or essential belongings
Medical emergencies leading to immediate financial or practical hardship Leaving an
abusive relationship, requiring urgent safety and housing support
Breakages of essential household items, such as a fridge, cooker, or bed, where
replacement is critical for safe living
Redundancy or sudden loss of income, creating urgent financial shock
lliness affecting someone’s ability to meet day to day essential living expenses
Unexpected bills, such as funeral costs
A change or disruption in benefit entittement, such as a suspension or waiting for an
entitlement decision, which creates an immediate shortfall
The county council has received government funding of £17.1 million to support
vulnerable residents through the Crisis and Resilience Fund for three years from
April 2026 to March 2029.
This funding will mean the council can deliver targeted support, address financial
hardship, and build community resilience in line with national priorities. It will allow
the council and its partners to respond quickly to residents in crisis, while also
investing in support that strengthens communities and helps people get back on their
feet when they most need it.
The Crisis and Resilience Fund can help with:
e Crisis payments (same day in urgent cases through cash, vouchers or
PayPoint cash codes)
e Food support through supermarket vouchers, or a referral to a local
foodbank
e Energy support, including electricity, gas, or heating oil top ups, which is
especially vital for rural households not protected by the national energy
price cap
e Housing payments to cover shortfalls in rent for Housing Benefit or Universal
Credit claimants (applicants must have applied, and been turned down for
Discretionary Household Payment and/or Homelessness Grant)
e Essential household items, such as furniture and white goods
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e Longer-term support and referral to partner services, by connecting
applicants to free debt advice, benefits checks, digital support, training and
employment

98 per cent of pupils offered a place at a school of their choice

This year a total of 6,093 Gloucestershire children have been offered a primary

school place for September, with 98 per cent receiving a place at one of their
nrafarrad erhnnle

For 5,606 children, 92 per cent, that means a place at their first preference
school.Parents and carers who applied online received an email on 16 April
confirming their school place, which they will be invited to accept online. Those who
did not apply online received a letter detailing the place offered and the reasons for
it. This letter was specific to each child.

Parents were encouraged to accept their place online, or return their reply forms as
soon as possible, and had until 23 April to either accept their school place or request
an alternative school.

Children will be placed on the waiting list for their preferred schools, if requested by
parents. If places then become available as some parents change their preferences
over the coming months, parents and carers will be contacted and offered a place in
line with the school’s Admission Policy.

Parents unhappy with their initial offer are encouraged to keep their place, as this will
ensure that whatever the outcome of the reconsideration, their child will have a place
at a school in September.

The county council will write to parents with the result of the reconsideration after

14 May, and parents will have until the 26 May to reply. Those who are still not
satisfied

with their given school will be advised of the appeals procedure.

First communities announced for Gloucestershire’s Safer Roads and Community 20s
programme

Gloucestershire County Council has today finalised the first communities to be
brought forward as part of its new Safer Roads and Community 20s programme — a
countywide initiative designed to improve road safety, support public health and help
create nicer places to live.

At its meeting on Wednesday 18 March 2026, Cabinet approved the approach for
how locations will be prioritised, how communities will be involved and how decisions
will be made as the programme is rolled out across the county.

Cabinet also confirmed the first locations to move into public engagement, starting
with Cirencester, Preston and Siddington:

Cheltenham including Swindon Village, Leckhampton with Warden Hill, Prestbury,
Charlton Kings, and Up Hatherley, Stroud, Cainscross, Tewkesbury, Northway,
Ashchurch Rural,

and Wheatpieces, Cinderford, Ruspidge and Soudley, and Littledean, West Dean,
Coleford

These communities will be the first to help shape proposals that focus on reducing
speeds where there are clear road safety concerns and strong community support.
Cirencester leads the way
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Cirencester, Preston and Siddington are the first proposed locations to move into
early engagement, marking an important milestone for the programme. Over the last
five years, there have been more than 127 recorded road casualties in and around
Cirencester, with 30% resulting in death or serious injury.

People who are not protected by a vehicle are most at risk. Across the wider
Cirencester area, 35% of casualties are vulnerable road users, including
pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists. Within the ring road, this rises to 68%, with
pedestrians making up the majority of those injured.

This shows that many casualties occur on streets that people rely on for everyday
journeys,

such as walking to shops, schools and local services.

To create safer roads, there is a need to reduce risk where people and traffic mix.
Lower vehicle speeds can reduce the severity of collisions and give drivers more
time to react.

In places where vulnerable road users and vehicles mix, the county council
considers that 20mph should be the accepted speed. In Cirencester, Preston and
Siddington, the proposals look to introduce 20mph speed reductions for the vast
majority of urban and residential village roads, with complementary speed reductions
proposed for the major roads to ease the transition to 20mph speeds.

In some instances, the proposals also look to retain 30mph and 40mph speed limits,
where these speed limits are working and support the achievement of a consistent
speed environment.

To support delivery, the area has been divided into four zones, allowing feedback
and future decisions to reflect local conditions more closely.

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service urges public to Be Water Aware as warmer
weather approaches

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service (GFRS) is urging people to take extra care
in and around water as the weather starts to improve, as part of the National Fire
Chiefs Council’'s (NFCC) annual Be Water Aware campaign.

Running from Monday 27 April to Sunday 3 May, the campaign highlights the
ongoing and preventable risk of accidental drowning. Between 2019 and 2024, 1,602
people across the UK lost their lives in accidental drowning incidents. Of these, 56
per cent occurred in inland waters such as rivers, lakes and reservoirs. Half of those
who drowned did not intend to enter the water, with slips, trips and falls a leading
cause.

The data also shows that 82 per cent of accidental drowning fatalities were men,
underlining the need for greater awareness among those most at risk.

The campaign also warns against the dangers of entering open water to cool down.
Cold water shock is a serious risk, as sudden immersion can trigger an involuntary
gasp, rapid breathing and panic, making it difficult to stay afloat and significantly
increasing the risk of drowning.

GFRS continues to work with partners across Gloucestershire to promote water
safety, including community engagement activities and water safety education.

Plan to shape the future of Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service set to be
approved

Gloucestershire County Council’s Cabinet is set to approve a plan that will shape the
future

of Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service (GFRS).
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At its meeting on Wednesday, 22 April, Cabinet discussed GRFS’s Community Risk
Management Plan (CRMP) for 2026-2030.
These plans are a legal requirement of all Fire and Rescue Services across the
country and establish how resources will be allocated and the plans put in place to
mitigate identified community risks effectively.
The CRMP, as well as outlining the highest risks in Gloucestershire and how GFRS
will measure its performance, lists five aims to work towards in the four years to
2030. These are:

« Create a highly skilled and inclusive values-driven workforce by putting

people first

e Modernise the rural response model and ensure it is fit for the future

« Adapt skills and assets to meet evolving risks, demands and legislation

« Become a greener and more efficient service, and make a difference in its

communities

« Achieve outstanding assessments and be a partner of choice
The CRMP was informed by a public consultation in the winter of 2025. This was run
from 24 December 2025 to 8 February 2026, ensuring transparency by asking the
public to feedback on a draft of the plan.
Linda Cohen
Gloucestershire County Councillor — Wotton -under-Edge and Berkeley Vale Division
Cabinet Member for Education & Skills, Gloucestershire County Council
cl/o Democratic Services, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester, GL1 2TG
linda.cohen@gloucestershire.gov.uk

There was a discussion on the speeding vehicles in Wotton and the 20mph zones
project.

The Chair thanked County Clir L Cohen for her report.

f) It was RESOLVED to award a 1-year Gas Contract for Civic Centre to EDF

g) It was RESOLVED to award a 3-year Lift Contract for Civic Centre to Jacksons
Lifts

h) The Budget Report for 2026/27 was noted

i) Itwas RESOLVED to approve the May 2026 accounts for payment

T.7783 Projects
a) An update was given from the Solar Panel Working Group. It was requested that 3
quotes are obtained for the surveys for the Working Group to consider.
b) It was RESOLVED to approve the verification certificate on the Town Hall and
Chipping Hall repairs project. It was noted that the project is progressing well.
c) The schedule of works tracking document for the Symn Lane Car Park was
reviewed. It was noted that the developer had been asked for evidence on electrical
infrastructure, CBR testing of the construction, drawings and plans on drainage. The
landscaping and ecology to be confirmed.

T.7784 Play Gloucestershire
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The quarterly report for January 2026 to March 2026 was reviewed. Councillors
stated that it was very good and that young people seemed to enjoy the service and
activities.

T.7785 GALC - Motions for the AGM
No Motions were considered for the GALC AGM. Any Motions to be sent to the Clerk
for consideration at the next meeting.

T.7786 Brief reports from Councillors
Clir B Britton-Griffiths reported that the Twinning exchange members from France

would be arriving on 22" May 2026 for a Civic Centre reception to be followed by a
full weekend of activities.

The meeting ended at 9.07pm

Signed: Date:
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