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Minutes of Wotton-under-Edge Town Council Meeting 
held on Monday 22nd June 2026 at 7.00pm in the Civic Centre 

 
Present: Cllrs L Hewish (Chair), R Halpin, M Tucker, D Thomas, E Edwards, M 
Jeffery, P Underwood  
 
In attendance:  A Durn (Town Clerk); Stroud District Cllrs C Braun and G Kitchen 
plus 1 representative from the Wotton Community Sports Foundation   
 
T.7787 To receive Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted for Cllrs J Cordwell, B Britton-Griffiths, J 
Lewis, F Hulls, R Greenup, and County and District Cllr L Cohen.   
 
T.7788 To receive Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 
Cllr R Halpin – Wotton Lions grant request 
 
T.7789  To approve Minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting of 18th 
May 2026 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting of 
18th May 2026 
 
T.7790 To receive a presentation from Wotton Community Sports 
Foundation (WCSF) 
The WCSF’s primary focus is the delivery of the Pavilion which it is hoped achieves 
planning consent in July 2026. Quotations have been obtained for a modular build to 
include a social space and toilets. It is a lengthy process based on needs and 
affordability.  
The site is at a maximum pitch content, and a priority over the next 3 years is to 
consider replacing the all-weather and 3G pitches. It is recognised to be a major 
commitment. The WCFS has been working over 7 years to develop a sinking fund. 
These pitches are the main income generating resource and are used by over 3500 
people.    
The WCSF is looking to do more on the Parc and with more Clubs to widen the 
demographic using the facilities. They are open to ideas on a new variety of activities 
particularly in the Summer, for example, archery, boules.  
The WCSF welcomes Cllr Edwards on to the WCSF Committee and offered an 
invitation to all Councillors for a site visit to see what is there, planned, and its 
potential. It is more than a sports ground.  
 
The Town Council thanked WCSF for their presentation and attending the Council 
meeting.  
 
The WCSF representative left the meeting 
  
T.7791 Public Forum 
No members of the public present  
 
Cllr R Halpin left the meeting 
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T.7792 Grant Request 
A request from Wotton Lions for a contribution towards the Over The Edge cycling 
event on 27th September 2026 event was reviewed. It was recognised that the Lions 
did good work throughout the town. It was RESOLVED to award them a grant 
contribution of £150 and to ask that the Town Council logo is included in their 
marketing and banners.  
 
T.7793 To receive reports from County and District Councillors  
County Cllr L Cohen had previously circulated the following report: 
Grassroots fund applications New projects supported – Wotton Walking Football 
start up of over 40’s group and Community First Responder kit bag. Final approval 
given to Wotton Town Council for improvements to Symn Lane play area. Also 
Inspire Therapeutic Services in North Nibley and the Parent and Carers Alliance 
CIC. 
Highways – 
Rushmire Hill speeding – raised with me over the past couple of years and 
focussed by a recent accident where a car was forced off the road and overturned. 
Fortunately, not fatal. I am meeting local residents to see the location and discuss 
what can be done. 
Clarence Road WUE flooding issues a job has been raised to chamfer the road to 
be completed this financial year latest. 
Adeys Lane WUE flooding – permanent solution being investigated. 
Barrs Lane North Nibley flooding – Highways aware and investigating. 
Culverhay WUE - dropped kerb for access. Awaiting feedback from Town Council if 
they had any objections but works are planned as generally positive. I will be liaising 
with parking enforcement to see if they can assist with other issues. 
Parking issues Old Town and Cotswold Gardens – working with residents to try 
and find solution 
Noise nuisance/welfare concern for animal – advised to report to SDC. 
Car Boot WUE parking problems – a great solution put in place by the organisers 
with signage to control parking on verges that has improved the safety for everyone 
attending and local residents. 
Kingswood and Wotton youth provision – proposals will be discussed at the next 
Kingswood Parish Council meeting on 8 June. 
Stinchcombe/Kingswood – VAS guidance has been chased but installation agreed 
for Kingswood. Stinchcombe to await the outcome of the Taits Hill enquiry. 
Taits Hill proposed development – the public enquiry now completed, we await the 
outcome. 
Support for Early Learning Unit in Bloor Homes Kingswood planning 
application – ongoing with Kingswood and Hillesley and Tresham. Awaiting 
outcome of planning application. 
Progress Thornbury tip access – discussions continue with the PC. I am 
prioritising obtaining a solution. 
Visit all schools and local organisations 
Meet with each Parish and Town Council to review and set priorities. I hope to 
have these finalised shortly. I am attending Annual Parish Meetings as they occur 
and meet residents. 
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GCC News 
Hundreds more Gloucestershire children now receiving free school meals 
Following the January 2026 school census, 591 additional children were registered 
for free school meals after the council introduced a system to identify and enrol 
pupils who were eligible but not claiming the support. 
Free school meals help children concentrate in class and give families some relief 
from the cost of living, at a time when household costs remain high. For families, this 
can mean savings of almost £500 per child each year. 
The approach also brings significant benefits for local schools. By increasing free 
school meal registrations, Gloucestershire schools are expected to receive around 
£1.6 million in additional education funding, including Pupil Premium, which helps 
schools support children who experience extra barriers to learning. Schools can 
expect to receive this funding in October 2027. 
Free school meal auto-enrolment works by using existing council data to identify 
children who are entitled to free school meals but are not currently registered. 
Families are informed and have the option to opt out. Fewer than one per cent of 
families chose to opt out, showing strong support for the approach across the 
county. 
Gloucestershire County Council is one of the first two-tier local authorities in the 
country to successfully introduce free school meal auto-enrolment. Making this 
process standard practice supports the council’s aim of giving every child the best 
start in life and helps to ensure children do not miss out on the meals they are 
entitled to. 
Gloucestershire Library Challenge 
I would encourage everyone to take part. Running across the 32 libraries in 
Gloucestershire and taking place from 11 July to 12 September 2026 for children 3 
years and over, this is an exciting initiative with lots of fun, interactive activities. They 
can be done individually or with friends, siblings, or adults. 
Complete tasks and earn free rewards. Activities can be shown in any way - written, 
drawn, stuck in, or photos. It’s a time-travelling story, and your library can provide 
activity sheets to help get started. 
Download The Library Challenge 2026 Map to explore the 6 different zones: Daring 
Dreamers, Lost Worlds and Hidden Treasures, Courageous Quests, Big Stories 
Small Island, Perilous Past, and Epic Myths and Fables. 
Welcome to The Library Challenge! | Gloucestershire Libraries 
Be Water Aware 
Drowning is amongst the leading causes of accidental death in the UK. Being water 
aware aims to encourage people to spend time in and around the water in the safest 
way possible. The aim is not to discourage people from enjoying being in or near 
water but to ensure they are doing it in the safest way possible. 
Cold water can kill: 
When you suddenly enter cold water your body reacts instantly with an involuntary 
gasp, rapid breathing, and a spike in heart rate. These reactions can overwhelm 
even strong swimmers. In the UK most waters are cold, generally around 15°C even 
on a hot day. 
Around ½ of accidental drownings happen to people who didn't intend to go 
into water. 

https://gloslibraries.uk/sites/gloslibraries.uk/files/2026-04/TLC-ONLINE-FINAL.pdf
https://gloslibraries.uk/welcome-library-challenge
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54% of people who accidentally drowned between 2019-2024 never intended to 
enter the water, with 56% of these fatalities happening in inland waters. Be Water 
Aware encourages people to spend time in on and around water safely and 
recognising the risks around open water which might include slips, accidental falls, 
being aware of surroundings which can change due to weather. Staying away from 
edges, avoiding distractions and to keep yourself and other safe by being aware of 
the risks and how to respond if you or someone else is in trouble. 
What to do in an emergency - PHONE, FLOAT, THROW 
If we see someone in trouble in the water, our instinct can often be to jump in to try 
and save them. But entering the water yourself is dangerous and can put you at risk 
of drowning too. Instead, if you see someone in trouble, remember Phone Float 
Throw: 
Alcohol and water don't mix 
Annually several drowning incidents involve alcohol and or drugs. Choosing to enter 
the water while under the influence or walking a route next to water after a night out 
can lead to drowning. Research by Royal Life Saving Society (RLSS) shows, 46% of 
accidental drownings in those ages 18-25 involve alcohol and/or drugs, based on 
Water Incident Data (WAID) 2018-23. 
3 in 4 young adult drinkers think it is okay to drink alcohol and get into the water. 
In the last year, young adult drinkers are 3x more likely to have been swimming or 
have entered the water after drinking alcohol, when compared to older adults. 
When you're away from home  
The risks of drowning are higher when people are less familiar with the area both at 
home and abroad. A lack of local knowledge combined with a relaxed holiday 
outlook can increase the risk of a drowning incident for people visiting areas near 
water.  
Read safety signs near the beach, keep away from cliff edges and never swim alone. 
What to do if someone falls into deep water  

• Call 999 or 112 - straightaway. If you don't have a phone shout for help - you 
may have to look for help but do not enter the water. 

• If you are near the coast, ask for the coastguard, if you are inland ask for fire 
service and ambulance. 

• The emergency services will need to know where you are. Accurate 
information can save precious minutes. If you have a smart phone and have 
location services or map tool enabled, this can help. 

• The What3Words app gives a precise location and is used by many 
emergency services. If not look around for any landmarks or signs – for 
example bridges will often have numbers on them which can identify their 
location. 

• Don’t hang up – stay on the line but try and continue to try to help the person 
if appropriate. 

• Encourage them to try and float on their back - if there is rescue equipment 
nearby throw it to them. 

• When you have made the call shout for help from anyone who might be close 
by. 

Fight the instinct to panic or swim 
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Lie back and keep your airways clear, push your stomach up and extend your arms 
and legs, moving hands and feet to help you float Try to take and control the effects 
of cold-water shock such as the gasping reflex. Once your breathing is controlled call 
for help and if possible, try making your way towards safety. If you find yourself 
unexpectedly in the water, do as little as possible, and float. 
More information here Water safety | Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service 
County council’s new supported lodgings service receives Ofsted registration 
Gloucestershire County Council is looking for hosts for its new supported lodgings 
service after receiving Ofsted registration. 
The council is celebrating a major milestone after Launch Pad, its supported 
lodgings service, was officially registered by Ofsted. The registration means the 
service is now open and actively seeking local people with a spare room able to help 
support young people as they transition into adulthood. 
Launch Pad provides supported lodgings for young people aged 16 to 18 in or 
leaving care who may not yet be ready to live independently. By offering a room 
within a family 
home, hosts help young people build confidence, independence and vital life skills in 
a safe and supportive environment. 
Supported lodgings are widely recognised as a positive and stable alternative to 
independent living for young people who need some extra help. Demand for this type 
of accommodation is increasing across Gloucestershire, particularly for care leavers 
and unaccompanied young people seeking asylum, making the need for new hosts 
more urgent than ever. 
Ofsted has highlighted the importance of well-regulated supported accommodation 
where young people feel safe and supported to develop emotional resilience, 
practical skills and independence. Launch Pad responds directly to this need, 
offering plaements that typically last between six months and two years. 
Hosts provide more than just a room. They offer day-to-day guidance, such as help 
with cooking, budgeting and accessing education, employment or training, while 
encouraging young people to take increasing responsibility for their own lives. Unlike 
fostering, supported lodgings do not involve parental responsibility and offer flexibility 
for hosts who want to make a difference without a long-term commitment. 
New report highlights how housing shapes health in Gloucestershire 
A new report from Gloucestershire County Council shows that the quality, cost and 
security 
of our homes have a major impact on people’s health and wellbeing across the 
county. 
The report, Home is where our health is: Strengthening health through housing in 
Gloucestershire, is the Director of Public Health’s annual report for 2025/26. It looks 
at how homes and neighbourhoods affect physical and mental health, from cold and 
damp homes, to overcrowding, affordability and access to services. 
The report makes clear that housing is one of the strongest factors influencing 
health. Poor-quality housing can make people poorly, worsen existing health 
conditions and increase pressure on health and care services. But it also showcases 
some of the fantastic examples of how the seven Gloucestershire councils, the NHS, 
housing providers and community organisations are already working together to 
make housing better across the county. 
In Gloucestershire, the report highlights challenges including: 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/glosfire/your-safety/safety-outdoors/water-safety/
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• Cold, damp and unsafe homes that increase the risk of illness and injury 

• Rising housing costs that can damage mental wellbeing and cause stress 

• A shortage of affordable, accessible and adapted homes 

• Hidden homelessness, overcrowding and housing insecurity 

• An ageing population and growing need for homes that support independent 
living 

It also looks ahead. Over the next 20 years, around 90,000 new homes are planned 
for Gloucestershire, creating a major opportunity to design homes and places that 
support better health for everyone. 
The report calls for health to be built into housing decisions from the start, including 
planning, design, retrofitting and regeneration. It also sets out recommendations to 
strengthen existing partnerships to tackle health inequalities through better housing. 
Home is where our health is: Strengthening health through housing in 
Gloucestershire is available to read here. 
County council confirms continued funding for drug and alcohol services 
Gloucestershire County Council is set to continue to support those people who need 
support with drug and alcohol treatment and recovery services until 2029 with new 
funding. 
At its meeting on May 20, the Cabinet is to approve plans to use Government 
funding to strengthen drug and alcohol support services across the county over the 
next three years. 
An additional £5.9 million has been rolled into the Public Health Grant which will 
allow vital treatment, recovery and prevention services to continue, while responding 
to growing and increasingly complex need. 
The funding will support a wide range of services, including treatment and recovery 
support for adults, specialist help for people who are rough sleeping, and targeted 
provision for young people affected by substance misuse. It will also fund 
employment support to help people in recovery move into work, alongside ongoing 
harm-reduction measures such as naloxone provision. 
A large proportion of the funding will be used to continue, with variations, the 
council’s 
contract with Via Care, who are the adult drug and alcohol provider. 
Funding will also be provided to the council’s Youth Support Service to support 
young people in need of substance misuse support. The Employment and Skills Hub 
will also receive funding, to help people with substance use issues secure and 
sustain employment. 
By investing the funding across different parts of the system, the council aims to 
reduce harm, improve outcomes, and help more people move towards long-term 
recovery. 
Linda Cohen: Gloucestershire County Councillor – Wotton -under-Edge and 
Berkeley Vale Division Cabinet Member for Education & Skills, Gloucestershire 
County Council, c/o Democratic Services, Shire Hall, Westgate Street,
 Gloucester, GL1 2TG linda.cohen@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
 
Councillors were asked to send any queries to County Cllr L Cohen. 
 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/ohplooi2/12388-gcc_home-is-where-the-health-is-report_v4.pdf
mailto:ben.evans@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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The SDC Councillors’ report for Wotton-under-Edge, North Nibley & Stinchcombe 
previously circulated the following report: 
Along with residents' casework and in addition to council and training meetings at 
Ebley Mill, Cllrs Kitchen, Braun & Cohen attended the regular council meetings at 
North Nibley, Stinchcombe & Wotton-under-Edge. 
Council meetings    
Link to meeting agenda and documents in the committee title.  
Annual Meeting - 21st May 
The annual meeting appoints councillors to leadership, committee and other roles for 
the civic year ahead, and was set against the backdrop of Local Government 
Reorganisation, given the likely elections to a shadow unitary council in May next 
year.  

● Leadership roles: There has been no change, with Green Party Councillors 
continuing to lead the council and policy committees: Cllr Chloe Turner 
continues as Council Leader, Cllr Catherine Braun as Deputy Leader.  

● Committee Appointments: There has been no change in the appointment of 
Chairs and Vice-Chairs, though there are few changes in relation to 
membership of the six committees; Strategy & Resources, Audit & Standards; 
Community Services & Licensing; Development Control; Environment; and 
Housing. 

● Other Appointments 22 external organisations requiring Council 
representation, ranging from Berkeley Nuclear Stakeholders to Woodchester 
Mansion Trust. Two cross-party groups; Equality, Diversity, Inclusion, Equity 
& Belonging and Member Development. Four champion roles: Armed Forces, 
Health and Wellbeing, Migrant, and Litter and Clean Environment. 

● Minor updates to the Council's Constitution were approved.  It was also 
agreed to disband the regular Constitution Working Group, given the 
impending Local Government Reorganisation and the limited remaining 
lifespan of the Council in its current form. 

● Standards Sub-Committee - Appointment of Independent Persons and 
Parish/Town Council representatives to the Sub-Committee. These posts are 
required as part of the Council's statutory duty to promote and maintain high 
standards of conduct by its elected and co-opted members. Melvin Kenyon 
has been appointed as Independent Person for a further two years and the 
Council will advertise the extra two Independent Person vacancies. Steve 
Tilley has been appointed for a further period of two years as a Parish and 
Town Council Representative, and the additional two vacancies will be 
advertised through Parish and Town Clerks and Gloucestershire Association 
of Local Councils (GALC). 

Video recording (55 views) 
 New Council Homes  

● Eight new council homes for affordable rent in Wotton-under-Edge have been 
officially handed over to Stroud District Council, supporting efforts to meet the 
district’s pressing need for high-quality, energy-efficient housing - link. 

● Thirteen new social rented homes have also been completed in Dursley - link.  
● The Council has completed the purchase of new 13 affordable homes in Cam 

- link, following the recent purchase of 6 new affordable homes in Kingswood - 
link. 

https://northnibleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://stinchcombeparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://wotton-under-edge.com/
https://stroud.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=1572
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URjGpvyse9c
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/eight-new-affordable-homes-handed-over-in-wotton-under-edge/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/thirteen-new-social-rented-homes-completed-in-dursley/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/stroud-district-council-completes-purchase-of-new-affordable-homes-in-cam/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/first-six-new-affordable-homes-bought-by-stroud-district-council/
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Other news   
● Westridge Woods – there is ongoing interest in the forestry management 

work in Westridge Woods, following the issue of a felling licence to F&W 
Forestry in 2024 which lasts for five years. Following a visit with 
representatives of the Forestry Commission, F&W Forestry and some 
residents on 24 March, Cllr Braun is looking to organise a further visit to 
enable more representatives and community members to ask questions about 
the management plan for this woodland. Forestry management work is due to 
restart in the autumn. The Regional Manager for F&W Forestry advises that a 
new local manager will be starting work at the beginning of July and this 
woodland will be part of his portfolio of works. He will come back with some 
visit dates for July once he has sight of the new manager’s diary. 

● Local Plan - work starts on a new Local Plan for Stroud District - link. It is a 
mandatory Government requirement and marks the beginning of a new 
plan-making process, reflecting significant changes in national planning 
policy. The draft local plan (submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in 2021) 
remains under examination until the Planning Inspectors issue their final 
assessment and report. 

● Celebrating 50 Years of Wildlife Science in the Stroud district - link.  
To mark 50 years of the National Wildlife Management Centre’s work (as part 
of the Government Animal & Plant Health Agency) at Woodchester Park there 
will be a programme of free, family-friendly events across the district about 
protecting the natural environment, supporting young people, promoting 
culture, wellbeing and lifelong learning.  This includes an outdoor photography 
exhibition at the Museum in the Park, a stand at the Stroud Show, and (until 
28 June) a Wind in the Willows sculpture trail at Tinkley Gate.   

● Free bike stands Stroud District Council is funding 50 more bike stands for 
local businesses and community organisations – link to support walking and 
cycling across the district. 

● Tree management – the new council policy has been adopted to protect and 
grow Stroud district’s treescape - link 

● Armed Forces Day A special celebration is being planned at Stratford Park in 
Stroud this summer, organised by local veterans with the support of Stroud 
District Council - link 

● Stratford Park Lido, Stroud - updates are being shared fortnightly on the 
work underway in consultation with community representatives to explore 
sustainable long-term options for the Lido, including potential asset transfer, 
alternative ownership models and future repair and maintenance. See: 
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/culture-leisure-sports-parks/lido/ 
An additional Committee meeting has been called for 3 June (link) to review 
the revised cost of reopening the Lido this year and next and to seek approval 
for additional revenue funding to deliver the required works.  

Prepared by Cllr Gareth Kitchen (Green), Cllr Catherine Braun (Green) and Cllr 
Linda Cohen (Lib Dem). 
 
District Cllr C Braun gave an update on the Local Plan. The public consultation will 
start on 29th June 2026 for 6 weeks, it will be based on a high level vision with the 
clustering of houses and potential sites but no allocations at this stage. There may 

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/work-starts-on-a-new-local-plan-for-stroud-district
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/celebrating-50-years-of-wildlife-science-in-the-stroud-district/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/stroud-district-council-funds-50-more-bike-stands-to-support-walking-and-cycling-across-the-district/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/new-tree-management-policy-adopted-to-protect-and-grow-stroud-district-s-treescape/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/armed-forces-day-celebration-planned-at-stratford-park/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/culture-leisure-sports-parks/lido/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/news/latest-lido-update-published-ahead-of-key-decision-meeting-on-reopening-plan/
https://stroud.moderngov.co.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=2179
https://stroud.moderngov.co.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=116
https://stroud.moderngov.co.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=2241
https://stroud.moderngov.co.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=2241
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be public drop-ins. The Government may announce the outcome of the Local 
Government Reorganisation for Gloucestershire by 17th July 2026.  
 
Cllr R Halpin joined the meeting  
 
T.7794 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26 
a) The annual independent internal audit report and the completed Annual Internal 

Audit Form were noted 
b) It was RESOLVED to approve the final annual accounts for Financial Year ending 
March 2026. 
c) The Annual Governance Statement section 1 was reviewed in detail, approved, 
and signed.  
d) The Accounting Statements Section 2 of AGAR form was reviewed in detail, 
approved, and signed. 
e) The period for the exercise of public rights to be 1st July to 11th August 2026 
relating to the annual accounts was noted. 
f) The date for all information to be submitted to the External Auditor, PKF Littlejohn, 
of 30th June 2026 was noted.   
 
T.7795 Accounts 
a)  The transfer of funds (Unity Trust Current Account to Unity Trust Instant Access 
Account) was noted. 
b) The forms for the signatories for the Unity Trust Bank & CCLA were completed  
c) It was RESOLVED for Cllrs M Jeffery and D Thomas to carry out Quarter 1 of 

2026/27 internal checks   
d) The Budget report for May 2026 was noted 
e) The Earmarked Reserves as at 22nd June 2026 were noted 
f)  The drawdown of Loan from PWLB was noted 
g) It was RESOLVED to agree the valuation certificate for the Town Hall & Chipping 
Hall project works 
h) It was RESOLVED to approve payment of final payment of £6k for 2025/26 to 
Wotton Swimming Pool as per the Service Level Agreement 
i) It was RESOLVED to approve payment To GB Sports for repairs to Wet Pour 
surfacing at Symn Lane Play Area 
j)   It was agreed to defer the review of works to the steps at Knapp Road and ask 
Gloucestershire County Council Public Rights of Way for advice 
k)  A request from Wotton Bridge Club re use of Civic Centre for community charity 
event on Sunday 23rd August 2026 was reviewed. It was RESOLVED to offer the 
Civic Centre free of charge for this event. 
l)  It was RESOLVED to approve June 2026 accounts for payment 

  
T.7796 Insurance Policy Renewal  
a) The insurance quotes for theTown Council and Motor Vehicle for 2026/2027 

were reviewed. It was RESOLVED to award a 3 year Long Term Agreement 
to Zurich Insurance 

 
T.7797 Policies 
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 It was RESOLVED to approve the NALC updated Standing Orders and 
 Financial Regulations for 2026/27 
 

T.7798 Grants 
a) Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund 
The Town Council has been awarded £2000 from the Gloucestershire County 
Council Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund for the Birds Nest Swing in the Symn Lane 
Play Area. The Town Council thanked County Cllr L Cohen and Gloucestershire 
County Council for their support. 
b) Climate and Nature Fund 
The Town Council had been awarded £2000 from the Climate and Nature Fund for 
the Swifts and House Martins Project. The Town Council thanked Stroud District 
Council for its support in protecting these vulnerable bird species.  
c) Community Climate Change Fund 
The Town Council was unsuccessful in its bid for a grant from the Gloucestershire 
County Council Community Climate Change Fund for the Civic Centre Solar Panel 
project. Cllr R Halpin would investigate lessons learned and bring back to the Solar 
Panel Working Group.  
 

T.7799 Finance & Special Purposes Committee 
a) It was RESOLVED that membership of the Finance & Special Purposes 
Committee to be 6 Councillors and voted Cllr M Tucker to be a member of the 
Committee. 
b) It was RESOLVED that the next Finance & Special Purposes Committee meeting 
to be held on 13th July 2026 and to invite CHRGS to the meeting to discuss the 
recruitment of the Town Clerk.  
 

T.7800 Projects: 
a) Town Hall and Chipping Hall report 

The scaffolding will be coming down at the end of June as the external works 
will mostly be completed apart from National Grid doing some works and any 
required snagging works. The chimney removal and capping will then be 
completed. The works will then focus on the Chipping Hall when the ecologist 
has approved when works can be commenced due to nesting birds and any 
roosting bats. All works to time and budget to date.  

b) Symn Lane Car Park report 
Stroud District Council Planning are reviewing the lighting plan and electrical 
infrastructure with the developer and to discuss any concerns with the Town 
Council. The Council’s car parking specialist consultant, Stripe Consulting, 
are waiting for plans, survey results, and evidence from the developer to 
review. Once SDC Planning and the developer approve the lighting, CCTV, 
and responsibilities, the lighting installation can commence. It was 
RESOLVED to agree to delegate the authority to spend to ensure the 
successful car park completion to the Town Clerk with Cllr M Tucker. If the 
car park construction is fit for purpose and meets British Standards and the 
Town Council has resolved to accept the car park in a legal handover, the 
Council will then be responsible for maintenance.  

c) Swifts and House Martins Project 
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A successful first Swifts Walk and Talk was held in the town with over 80 
 people attending. The grant success was shared with the audience, and a 
 round of applause was given to the Town Council for supporting the project 
 and the successful bid.  
 Project details: Swifts and House Martins are red-listed species of 
 conservation concern in the UK. Swift’s breeding numbers have declined by 
 nearly 70% since the mid-1990s, and House Martins have declined by over 
 40% over the last few decades. The Town Council has joined up with a 
 recognised local ornithologist and the Wotton Area Climate Action Network 
 (WACAN) group to improve the biodiversity of Wotton and to develop a long-
 term community conservation project to increase Swift and House Martin 
 breeding numbers.  
 The project is a long-term project and includes changed mowing schedules to 
 increase biodiversity; cessation of use of herbicides and pesticides; 
 biodiversity management plans for St Marys Church, Holywell Picnic Area, 
 Streamsfield, Marchesi streamside, and Synwell Village Green including 
 planting and managing areas for wildflowers; purchasing and installing Swift 
 nest boxes and House Martin nest cups on appropriate Council buildings 
 including as part of the major repairs to 2 listed buildings; and provision of 
 nest boxes for residents, schools, organisations, and businesses. Annual 
 walks, talks, provision of boxes, citizen science surveys, and bioblitz’ are 
 planned for the people of Wotton of all ages to take part, have fun, and learn 
 about these special red list species and how to help them. Welcome Home 
 Swifts flags have been purchased and the month of May designated to have 
 the flag flown from the Council flagpole each year with annual events planned 
 for May and June.  
 Wotton will join with Stroud Swift Group, Nailsworth, and North Nibley on 
 conservation expertise, data, and mapping for each year and would 
 encourage other parishes to become involved.  
 Swifts and House Martins prefer to nest close together and therefore multiple 
 boxes will be installed at each site although for residents, even one box 
 installed is better than none. A bird caller and camera will be installed to 
 attract the birds and record them on the nest, the footage can be studied for 
 behaviour and success rates and will be shared on social media.  
 We are working in partnership with the Men’s Shed in making wooden nest 
 boxes as well as purchasing from Peak Boxes recommended boxes for the 
 Council buildings which offer stability in temperature, are weatherproof, and 
 successful with breeding birds.  
 The outcome will be increased awareness and knowledge about Swifts and 
 House Martins; community cohesion in engagement and involvement; 
 improving mental health; increase biodiversity through wildlife gardening and 
 management of open spaces; data mapping using citizen science; and 
 increase in successful breeding by provision of nest sites. 
 As Stroud District Council awarded a grant of £2k from its Climate and Nature 
 Fund, Stroud District Councillors and Officers are invited to be involved and 
 take part in the walks, talks, and surveys and will be included with photos in 
 press releases and the annual reports.  

d) Symn Lane Play Area Phase 2 



Town Council Minutes 22nd June 2026 |12 
 
 
 
 

 The consultation is being drafted and will be sent to pre-school groups, 
 childminders, The Keepers. There will also be a drop-in for pre-schoolers and 
 their guardians to actively participate in modelling and designing the 
 preschool equipment preference. The draft design will be developed and 
 costed for funding bids. 
 
T.7801 Events 

a) Wotton Pride 
The Wotton Pride event was a positive and welcoming event with many 
young people participating. St Mary’s Church held its first Service of 
Love for Wotton Pride with approximately 50 people attending and the 
Pride Community Flag displayed in the Church.  

b) Long Street Summer Social 
The road closure from the bottom of Long Street to the top of High 
Street has been applied for. There have been adverts for stalls and 
volunteers and the entertainment is being booked.  

 
T.7802   Brief reports from Councillors  

 Public Rights of Way – Cllr R Halpin is the Chairman of the Working 
 Group. The Group is co-ordinating the collection of signatures required for 
 membership of Walkers Are Welcome. 5% of the town population is required. 
 The Group are carrying out footpath surveys over the Summer months. The 
 next meeting is October 2026.   
 Heritage Centre AGM – Cllr L Hewish attended. She reported that there was 
 an interesting talk on the Riots of Wotton. 
 Twinning event – Member of the Beaumont le Roger Twinning Society visited 
 Wotton and its surrounds. Cllr R Halpin attended the welcome event. He 
 reported that  it was well attended.   
 
 
The meeting ended at 9.23pm   
 
 
 
Signed:        Date:  


