Minutes of Wotton-under-Edge Town Council Meeting
held on Monday 17t August 2026 at 7.00pm in the Civic Centre

Present: Clirs R Halpin (Vice Chair), M Tucker, D Thomas, M Jeffery, E Edwards, B
Britton-Giriffiths, J Cordwell, F Hulls

In attendance: A Durn (Town Clerk), County and District Clir L Cohen and District
Clirs C Braun and G Kitchen.

T.7919 To receive Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted for Clirs L Hewish, J Lewis, P Underwood, R
Greenup.

T.7920 To receive Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations
None received

T.7923 To approve Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 20t July 2026
This item was deferred

T.7924 To consider and approve the candidate for co-option on to the
Town Council and receive the Declaration of Office

It was RESOLVED to approve the application from C Mennell for co-option on to the
Town Council as Town Councillor. The Declaration of Office was signed by Clir C
Mennell, and he was welcomed to join the meeting.

T.7925 Public Forum
No comments received.

T.7926 To receive reports from County and District Councillors

County ClIr L Cohen had previously circulated the following report:

District Councillor Holly Simkiss resignation

You will by now be aware of Holly’s resignation. We are all very sorry to lose her as
a District Council member and colleague and wish her well in her new role. We are
fortunate however that she will still be available to provide advice on local planning
issues as her knowledge and expertise is invaluable. | am absolutely delighted that
our replacement candidate for the local election on 2 September will be Fred Hulls
who is very well known for his community work with the Long Street Sumer Social
and running Good Food Kitchen and Bar, The Oak and the new Good Food Pantry.
He will be able to offer a thorough understanding of the issues of the area as well as
being available to residents during the week.

Congratulations and Good News for Stinchcombe

Congratulations to Stinchcombe on their well-deserved award in the Community-Led
Health and Wellbeing category in the Gloucestershire Village of the Year
competition. This category looked at what type of activities promote physical and / or
mental health in our communities on a regular basis, and how our villages support
everyone to stay healthy, active, and well.

Further good news that that the Taits Hill development appeal was turned down by
the inspector. All the hard work by the parish council paid off. The full report can be
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read here Taits Hill Road Planning Appeal — Parish Council Updates — Stinchcombe
Parish Council

Swedish Houses Stinchcombe — Gary Wilson is meeting with the Chair to discuss
potential highways issues, and | will continue to work with the council to mitigate
safety concerns.

Symn Lane car park - There is still work to do on drainage, electrical infrastructure,
putting in disabled parking bays, lighting etc. The Traffic Regulations Order for road
markings and parking restrictions will be completed when these essential works are
completed this Summer and Glos County Council sign off on highway matters. There
is a schedule of works which is being followed and managed through Stroud District
Planning. | will continue to monitor and assist where necessary.

Speeding Through Ham — Gary Wilson is following up various issues including
missing speed limit signs, repainting of road markings and the general condition of
the road. | will continue to monitor and assist.

Parking in Wotton — | am constantly receiving complaints about inconsiderate or
illegal parking in Wotton. | will be writing again to parking enforcement to alert them
to particular issues (Culverhay, Britannia Mews, Old Town) and ask them to check
these areas in their next scheduled patrol. However, they can only enforce where
there are traffic regulations. If you find your access is blocked this can be reported
on 101. | would urge everyone to think about residents when you park in the town
and whether you may be causing inconvenience or a road safety or visibility
problem.

Progress Thornbury tip access — Awaiting date to meet with South Glos.

Local Road Closures — | receive these for Wotton and Berkeley Vale but I'm aware
they are not notified beyond the local council. As they may be of wider interest | will
publish them on a monthly basis here. For August:

Forthay, North

24/08/26 27/08/26 Nibley infrastructure installation by Gigaclear.
The Street, North
25/08/26 28/08/26 Nibley cable diversion works by National Grid.
Old London Road,
03/08/26 08/08/26 Wotton tree works by Gloucestershire Highways.
retaining wall outside the Ram Inn. The work is
Potters Pond for trial holes to be undertaken, in preparation
24/08/26 28/08/26 Wotton for the wall rebuild.
High Street,
25/08/26 27/08/26 Kingswood pipe installation works by Severn Trent Water.

Visit all schools and local organisations

Meet with each Parish and Town Council to review and set priorities.

GCC News

LGR UPDATE: Government Announces Future Structure of Local Government
in Gloucestershire

The Government has announced it is to create a single unitary authority covering the
whole county. The Secretary of State has stated that this option best met the
Government's criteria including delivering more joined-up public services
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Further information, including the Secretary of State's reasoning, is available in the
published decision letter.
What does this mean for residents right now?
e Council services will continue as normal.
¢ Residents should continue to access services in exactly the same way they
do now.
e No immediate changes will be made to frontline services as a result of the
announcement.
What happens next?

Legislation will be required to establish the new authority.

Elections to a shadow authority are expected to take place in May 2027.

The new council is expected to formally come into operation on 1 April 2028.
Today's announcement provides some certainty about the direction of travel for local
government in Gloucestershire, although there are still many important questions
about how the transition will work in practice.

If you have questions or concerns, please do get in touch. | will continue to share
updates as more information becomes available and ensure residents are kept
informed throughout the process.

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service urges residents to stay safe this
summer

As schools break up for the summer holidays, Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue
Service (GFRS) is reminding residents how to stay safe at home, on holiday and
outdoors.

The service is encouraging people to follow its #SafeSummer advice, focusing on
five key areas: holidays, travel, home, water and the outdoors.

Holidays

« Fit a working smoke alarm in caravans as well as homes.
o Never use candles in caravans or tents.
Travel
e Plan journeys in advance.
« Check vehicles are safe, legal and roadworthy.
« Never drive when tired or unfit to do so.
Home
e Have a working smoke alarm on every floor and test it regularly.
o Make an escape plan — get out, stay out and call 999.
o Carry out a bedtime safety check, including closing doors and unplugging
appliances.
o Use approved chargers and follow manufacturers' instructions.
« Check on elderly neighbours, friends and relatives during hot weather.
Water
« Stay away from waterways when heading home after a night out.
o Swim at sites where there are lifeguards if possible.
o Always supervise children around water.
e Learn about cold water shock and water safety at National Water Safety
Forum.
Outdoors
o Dispose of cigarettes properly and never throw them from car windows.
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« Do not light fires in the countryside and follow The Countryside Code -
GOV.UK

o Take litter, bottles and glass home to help prevent fires.

« Never leave a barbecue unattended and keep it clear of anything that could
catch fire.

e Only use barbecues outdoors and in well-ventilated areas

New approach to excess DIY waste at recycling centres will protect services
and support residents
Gloucestershire County Council is considering the introduction of a fairer, more
sustainable approach to managing DIY waste at its Household Recycling Centres
(HRCs), helping to protect essential services while continuing to support residents.
No final decision has been made. The proposal will be subject to full scrutiny and will
then go to Cabinet for a decision.
Under the plans, small amounts of DIY waste — such as rubble, soil and fixtures from
home projects — would still be accepted free of charge. Charges would only apply
beyond these amounts when residents bring larger excess quantities, in line with
government guidance.
The free allowance is up to 2 x 50 litre rubble type bags per visit or a single article of
waste no larger than 2000mm x 750mm x 750mm, and a maximum of 4 visits within
a 4-week period. Charges can be made if DIY waste exceeds the above during any
one visit, or if a resident visits more than 4 times in a four-week period. This applies
to homeowner waste only, not commercial waste which is not accepted at HRCs.
New strategy for school attendance puts support for families first
Families across Gloucestershire are being reassured that support — not punishment
— is at the heart of a new approach to improving school attendance.
Gloucestershire County Council, alongside schools, health services and other
partners, has launched a new Multi-Agency School Attendance Strategy (2026—
2029). The strategy sets out how organisations will work more closely together to
help children attend school regularly and thrive. It recognises that there are many
reasons why children may struggle to attend school, including anxiety,
health needs and challenges outside of school.
Rather than focusing on enforcement, the strategy prioritises early help,
strong relationships and practical support for families. Every school in
Gloucestershire has a dedicated attendance champion who can work with families to
understand any barriers and find solutions together.
The strategy highlights that regular school attendance is not only vital for learning,
but also a key part of keeping children safe and supporting their wellbeing. Children
who miss school regularly are at greater risk of harm and can miss out on important
opportunities that shape their future.
While legal powers remain in place where needed, including fines, the new approach
makes clear that these are a last resort. The focus is on identifying challenges early
and putting the right support in place before problems escalate.
Families are encouraged to speak to their child’s school as soon as attendance
becomes a concern.
Support might include:

o Help establishing morning routines

« Emotional support for children
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e Working with families to understand underlying issues

o Connecting families to wider services such as health or early help teams
For more information about the strategy and available support and
guidance, visit: www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/improving-attendance

New safeguarding strategy aims to make Gloucestershire safer for adults at
risk
A new strategy designed to help protect adults from abuse and neglect across
Gloucestershire is set to be approved by Gloucestershire County Council.
The proposed Gloucestershire Safeguarding Adults Board (GSAB) Strategy 2026-
2029 sets out how organisations across the county will work together to keep adults
safe, promote independence, and ensure people receive the right support when they
need it.
For Gloucestershire residents, the strategy aims to:
strengthen efforts to prevent abuse and neglect before it happens
improve awareness of safeguarding and how to report concerns
ensure adults at risk are involved in decisions about their lives and support
improve partnership working so organisations can respond more effectively to
safeguarding concerns
« learn from people's experiences to continually improve services and outcomes
« support staff and volunteers across organisations to recognise and respond to
safeguarding issues confidently.
The strategy will guide the work of safeguarding partners over the next three years,
helping to ensure Gloucestershire remains committed to protecting adults at risk and
promoting their wellbeing.
Linda Cohen
Gloucestershire County Councillor — Wotton -under-Edge and Berkeley Vale Division
Cabinet Member for Education & Skills, Gloucestershire County Council
c/o Democratic Services, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester, GL1 2TG
linda.cohen@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Councillors raised the overgrowth obscuring speed signs. The McMurtry application
at New Mills was discussed and the need for a Master Plan. Concern was
expressed about unsafe access to the site.

County ClIr L Cohen encouraged everyone to express their views on the waste tips
consultation.

The SDC Councillors’ report for Wotton-under-Edge, North Nibley & Stinchcombe
was previously circulated:

Along with residents' casework and in addition to council and training meetings at
Ebley Mill, Clirs Kitchen, Braun & Cohen attended the regular council meetings at
North Nibley, Stinchcombe & Wotton-under-Edge.

Local Government Reorganisation

A decision was announced on 17 July by the Government that a single unitary
council will be created to replace existing county, city, district and borough councils
on 1 April 2028.

For more information see: https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/
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Council meetings

Link to meeting agenda and documents in the committee title.

Audit and Standards Committee - 7th July 2026

New policy to manage unacceptable customer behaviour

This policy sets out a new corporate framework for reporting instances of verbal

aggression which has been increasing towards staff (and more widely across the

public sector) to ensure fair, evidence-based, and proportionate responses.

Internal Audit

Reports reviewing 2025-26 performance and compliance with global standards,

reaffirming the ethical and strategic framework. The quality assurance programme

and 2026-27 risk-based audit plan were approved. Together, these reports ensure

robust governance, and oversight of the Council’s control environment.

Counter Fraud, Anti-Corruption and Enforcement

The council's policy has been updated to reference new legal duties, including the

2023 Act on Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency on the 'failing to prevent

fraud duty', plus new sections on cyber-crime, tax evasion, money laundering, and

modern slavery. The work of the Council's Counter Fraud & Enforcement Unit has

recovered £52,456 in revenue, applied £2,640 in penalties, and achieved £88,283 in

loss avoidance (including £84,000 from recovering two properties subject to tenancy

fraud).

Annual Treasury Management Report for 2025/26

The annual report was approved, confirming the Council is operating within the

prudential limits. Committee noted that that total managed balances were almost

£39m. Losses of £1.2m from terminated property funds have been covered by an

earmarked reserve, so will not impact on on council services. The capital financing

requirement is over £136m. and repayment to the Public

Works Loan Board (PWLB) at just over £100m. Investment decisions must prioritise

security, liquidity and yield, but as a further factor will also consider the Council's

Ethical Investment Policy which sets out Environmental Social and Governance

(ESG) priorities.

Annual Governance Statement

Confirmed the council’s governance arrangements were fit for purpose. Key areas

discussed include continued strong financial management, clear leadership, and

transparency with resident engagement. The council will also work to enhance

performance management consistency, embed risk management across services.

Local Government Reorganisation will be a priority and the governance framework

will need to be flexible to support the transition to the new Gloucestershire Council,

with support for programme governance and ensuring service continuity.

Unaudited Statement of Accounts

The Council's chief finance officer signed off the annual accounts in June 2026. The

accounts are available for inspection and await the final opinion from the auditors.

The accounts set out the level of usable reserves, net worth, investments and cash.
» Video recording (65 views)

Full Council - 16 July 2026

In addition to the reports noted above the following reports were agreed:

Appointment of two new tenant representatives to the Council's Housing Committee
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Council agreed that two non-voting Tenant Representatives (and deputies) will be
appointed to the Housing Committee, from the new Tenant Oversight Panel to
ensure council tenants are represented at the Committee.

Commencement of a Community Governance Review for seven parishes

Council approved commencing of a Community Governance Review for seven
parishes: Brimscombe and Thrupp, Chalford, Frampton on Severn, Great Oldbury,
Minchinhampton, Standish, and Upton St Leonards. The review will address
requests to adjust councillor numbers and parish boundaries to reflect new housing
developments. A consultation is now underway until November, and will report by the
end of the year. Any changes will need to be enacted to take effect for the May 2027
parish elections.

Requests to review parish boundaries which fall outside Stroud district ross-
boundary areas (such as the community of Coopers Edge which is covered by three
parish councils and two districts (Stroud and Tewkesbury) fall outside the
Community Governance Review process and require a separate review by the Local
Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE).

Appointment of Independent Person

Council appointed Michael Turner as an 'Independent Person' for a 2-year term to
fulfil statutory duties under the Localism Act 2011, in particular to provide advice and
support on matters of conduct and standards by councillors or in relation to the
dismissal of statutory officers.

Local Government Reorganisation - Structural Changes Order for Gloucestershire,
suggested warding arrangements

A Structural Changes Order (SCO) is a statutory instrument made by the Secretary
of State and is the legal mechanism used to implement local government
reorganisation. The SCO will establish the legal framework for the new
Gloucestershire Council, including its governance arrangements, electoral
structures, transition planning, and transfer of functions from the current district
councils and county council. This SCO is expected to be laid before Parliament by
the end of the year.

Each Council has been asked to confirm its preferred 'warding arrangements' - which
is the wards that future unitary councillors will be elected to represent. It is proposed
that the existing GCC division boundaries will be used with two councillors elected
for each division. The Chief Executive will submit the council's preference to to the
Government, before they draft the SCO, the legal document that will implement the
changes.

Video recording (58 views)

Development Control Committee - 28 July 2026

S.21/1913/0OUT Land West of A4135, Draycott, Cam - Permitted

Residential development up to 235 dwellings, vehicular, pedestrian and cycle links,
strategic landscaping and green infrastructure including areas of informal and public
open space and other associated site infrastructure and community uses. This
application is in additional to the permission for 795 dwellings on a neighbouring site
which has been granted permission at appeal.

S.23/1030/FUL Land Near Renishaws Roundabout, Charfield Road, Kingswood -
Refused

Development of research and development centre (Class E(g)(ii)), landscaping,
access, parking provision, ancillary showroom and associated development.
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Refused in line with the recommendations in the officer report, which included the
lack of a masterplan to detail the way in which the land uses and infrastructure would
be developed in an integrated and coordinated manner, as had been envisaged
within the emerging Draft Local Plan where the site was identified as draft
employment allocation PS47.
S.26/0460/FUL Bay Tree Cottage, Arlingham - Permitted
Conversion of an outbuilding to a dwelling (C3). (Retrospective) This application
follows an application refused in May 2025 for the conversion of an outbuilding to a
dwelling and then dismissed at appeal in November 2025.
S.26/0127/HHOLD 18 Bisley Old Road, Stroud - Refused
Several revised schemes have been submitted for consideration during the
application, which have evolved from the originally proposed annexe. The proposal
has been amended and is now for an outbuilding.
Video recording (184 views)
Other news
Please vote for the award-nominated canal bridge
A newly completed canal bridge near Stonehouse has been shortlisted for a
prestigious engineering award, and local people are being asked to help it win.
Bonds Mill Lift Bridge is a finalist in the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) South
West People's Choice Award, with the winner decided entirely by public vote and is
one of 12 projects from across the South West.
It only takes a minute to vote for Bonds Mill Lift Bridge, visit:
https://www.ice.org.uk/about-us/ice-near-you/uk/ice-south-west/awards/peoples-
choice-voting

» August festivals and events in the Stroud district

» Could your garden make room for nature?

» Name of Gloucestershire’s new council confirmed as reorganisation shifts into

next phase
e Vision for traffic-free greenway showcased as Charfield station nears

completion
* New cigarette butt ballot bin installed in Stroud town centre
Prepared by ClIr Gareth Kitchen (Green) based on councillor activity in July with
updates from CliIr Linda Cohen (Lib Dem) & Clir Catherine Braun (Green).

There were no comments on the District Councillors’ report.

T.7927 Accounts

a) It was RESOLVED to approve the Valuation Certificate for the Town Hall and
Chipping Hall project works

b) The Councillor internal audit was carried out by Clirs R Halpin and M Jeffery and
reported that all was satisfactory but reminded the Chairs of the Council and
Committees to initial each page of the Minutes.

c) The Budget report and Bank Reconciliation for July 2026 was noted

d) The Earmarked Reserves as at 17" August 2026 were noted

e) It was RESOLVED to approve August 2026 accounts for payment

T.7928 Policies
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It was RESOLVED to refer the draft Community Grants Policy and Health &
Safety Policy to the next Finance & Special Purposes Committee meeting.

T.7929 Allotments
a) It was noted that the date of the next Allotments Tenants meeting is 7t
September 2026 at 7pm in the Civic Centre
b) The notes of the Councillors meeting on the allotments and the Town Clerk’s
advice to include the representatives from each allotment site in meetings, and
to consult with the National Allotment Society on best practice, allotment site
reviews, and legal changes to the tenancy agreements.

T.7930 Projects

The following reports were received:

a) Town Hall & Chipping Hall

Town Hall - The chimney has been removed and the decoration of the east side of
the Town Hall is to be completed. The internal decoration has started on the upper
floor. The downstairs pillars will be sandblasted for the w/c 24" August 2026. The
decoration of the bottom floor will be completed in September 2026. Apart from
Town Hall Teas and the Garden Show, the building is out of bounds until the works
completed. A site meeting with Chinnicks Theatre Services company was useful.
The furnishings have been measured up and quotes received. A site meeting to
Nailsworth with the Drama Society has been arranged to review Nailsworth Town
Council Town Hall refurbishment.

Chipping Hall — the Jackdaws have fledged and confirmation received from the
ecologist. A meeting has been held with Under the Edge Arts on work requirements
and their commitments. An updated schedule of works has been agreed to start the
stonework and roofing repairs. The Chipping Hall works is expected to be completed
by the end of September 2026.

b) Symn Lane Car Park

SDC Planning has signed off the lighting plan with modifications. The developer,
through the SDC Planner, has agreed responsibilities of the developer and the Town
Council. The lighting plan and the responsibilities have been shared with the
electrical contractor and Glos County Council Lighting Manager to enable the
purchase of lighting columns and lights, and to check and ensure the correct
electrical infrastructure is in place. All information has been shared with Stripe
Consulting to enable them to monitor works with the developer.

c) Swifts and House Martins Project

The nest boxes will be installed once the exterior decoration and works have been
completed on the Town Hall and Chipping Hall. The Civic Centre will be included at
the same time. Advice on locations agreed with local Swift expert.

d) Symn Lane Play Area Improvement Phase 2

Poster attached published widely and survey circulated to preschooler and nursery
groups. Deadline 218t August 2026. Over 20 responses received to date. Results will
be analysed by Kompan and costed, and priorities integrated into the play area
design. The next action will be fund raising.

e) Civic Centre Climate Change Project

The Town Council is exploring the installation of solar panels, the flat roof needs
replacing, the boiler is at the end of life, the building needs more efficient heating and
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cooling systems, and the offices need reconfiguring for the new staff. Carter Jonas is
compiling an integrated feasibility report which integrates all these issues to a
professional project completion that ensures value for money.

T.7931 Bolster Wotton Businesses Meeting
The meeting was well attended by over 30 attendees including Simon Opher
MP, the District Chamber of Trade, and a representative from the Federation of
Small Businesses. Simon Opher MP listened to businesses and their concerns
and said he would take back to Westminster. He thanked the Town Clerk for all
she had done for the town and Wotton under Edge. The meeting also discussed
forthcoming events and how businesses could get involved and collaborate. The
next event is 9" November 2026.

T.7932 Communications
ClIr F Hulls proposed formin a Communications Committee. The Town Clerk
explained the difference between a Committee and a Working Group. It was
RESOLVED to form a Communications Working Group and to work with
Breakthrough Communications at the meeting on 14t September 2026.

T.7933 Local Government Reorganisation
The letter from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
which was sent to all principal authorities Chief Executives was noted. The
consultation on the draft Statutory Order would be published in the Autumn
20-26. The Neighbourhood Boards are to be defined.

T.7934 Events

Long Street Summer Social is on Sunday 30" August 2026 between 12noon and
6pm. There is a meeting on Wednesday to discuss the weather forecast and
implications for the event.

T.7935 Gloucestershire Association of Local Councils (GALC) AGM
The AGM has been moved to January 2027.

T.7936 Brief reports from Councillors

Clirs L Hewish and R Halpin had attended a meeting with a representative from
Under the Edge Arts. They discussed future plans for a sound system, the impact of
the heatwave, and the lease.

Clir F Hulls had attended a NALC meeting on flooding. He would circulate the
information from the meeting to Council.

County and District Clir L Cohen and District Clirs gave thanks to the Town Clerk for
all her hard work and support for the town and to the County and District Council
Officers and Councillors. They said the town owed her a great debt and her huge
support for businesses and events. Thanks were also given from the charity Read
With Me. The Councillors led a round of applause.
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The meeting ended at 8.10pm

Signed: Date:
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