Minutes of Wotton-under-Edge Town Council Meeting
held on Monday 20t July 2026 at 7.00pm in the Civic Centre

Present: Clirs L Hewish (Chair), R Halpin, M Tucker, D Thomas, M Jeffery, P
Underwood, J Cordwell, J Lewis, F Hulls, R Greenup

In attendance: A Durn (Town Clerk), P Wilson (Buildings & Facilities Manager), H
Saunders (Locum Deputy Clerk); Stroud District Clirs C Braun, and G Kitchen and
County & District Clir L Cohen plus 7 members of the public

T.7803 To receive Apologies for absence

Apologies were received and accepted for Clir B Britton-Griffiths. Clir E Edwards
apology was received after the meeting. County and District Clir L Cohen would be
late due to attendance at another meeting.

T.7804 To receive Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations
None received

T.7805 To approve Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 22" June
2026

It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Town Council meeting of 22" June
2026

T.7806 Public Forum

Queries from members of the public who were allotment tenants were raised on the
Council’s allotment paths and that the weather had affected them. The Buildings and
Facilities Manager reported that he was scheduling works with a contractor for both
allotment sites including the paths and hedge management. A tenant also requested
for an extra tap on New Road allotments which the Buildings & Facilities Manager
added to his works schedule. The tenants asked whether they could install sheds and
raised beds on their plots, and improving parking and accessibility to the sites. The
Chair reported that there would be an Allotments Tenants meeting in September
which would pick up these issues as well as water provision and sustainability. It was
explained that the Council was understaffed however allotment inspections had been
carried out and letters sent to some tenants on the condition of their allotments. The
Chair assured the tenants that the Council is benchmarking against best practice on
allotment management and receiving advice from the National Allotment Society.
The Chait thanked members of the public for their comments and suggestions on
allotments.

Members of the public and community room hirers reported that they had to cancel
their hire sessions due to the high temperatures of the rooms during the heatwave.
This has had an impact on their businesses and their clients. The Chair reported that
the Town Council was looking at costs, alternative heating and cooling systems, and
value for money. She reported that Council employees had also been affected with
the high temperatures of their offices.

The Chair thanked the hirers for reporting the high temperature issues of the
community buildings.

District Cllr C Braun raised working with the Wotton Area Climate Action Network
(WACAN) and the Town Council on a Nature and Biodiversity Nature Plan and Audit.
She also asked who was responsible for trimming back the overgrowth of the Full
Moon Work. The Buildings and Facilities Manager responded that this had previously
been arranged by WACAN with community volunteers.

7 members of the public left the meeting



T.7807 Climate Change

The Council discussed the requests from hirers to consider installation of air-
conditioning at the Civic Centre and Town Trust buildings. It was RESOLVED to
discuss with Carter Jonas property consultants’ options and costs and report back to
Council.

T.7808 Heritage Centre Lease

There was a lengthy discussion on the lease and complexity of the negotiations with
the Heritage Centre who do not have a solicitor representing them. The Chair of the
Special Purposes Committee reported on the key issues of the lease and Charity
Commission requirements. He reported that the Heritage Centre had requested a
Councillor representative to attend their meetings. Clir R Greenup nominated herself
as she said she did not have history and was neutral to the previous negotiations. It
was RESOLVED for ClIr R Greenup to attend future Heritage Centre meetings on
their request. The Town Council is waiting for the latest response from its solicitor.

It was RESOLVED for the Town Clerk to receive the Council’s Solicitor’s advice and
contact the Heritage Centre to discuss and negotiate with the Heritage Centre the
legal position.

T.7909 To receive reports from County and District Councillors

County ClIr L Cohen had previously circulated the following report:

County Councillors’ Achiever Award

Firstly, I'm delighted to be able to announce that, from ten nominations, Gary Wilson
was given the Councillors’ Achiever Award for going above and beyond in his work
for the Council. This is due in no small part to the endorsements from the councils in
Wotton and Berkeley Vale. Thank you to everyone who sent in a testimonial, he has
seen the final nomination with all your comments.

Y8 bus confirmed

Further good news is that after three years of campaigning to save the Y8 Wotton to
Yate bus service, it has been confirmed that it will continue to run for a further three
years, solely funded by WECA. This has been a campaign led with resilience and
determination by Barbara Lawrence, supported by MPs, County District and Parish
and Town Councillors, the WECA mayor, Helen Godwin and many bus passengers.
The next stage is to set up a passengers’ forum so the service aspect can now come
to the fore. As ever, the message is to keep using the bus!

Grassroots fund applications New projects supported — Stinchcombe Village Hall
towards new fire alarm system, following completion of an ambitious improvement
project. Final approval given to Parent and Carer Alliance CIC for sensory play and
support at The Vibe. North Nibley play area.

Rushmire Hill speeding — raised with me over the past couple of years and
focussed by a recent accident where a car was forced off the road and overturned.
Fortunately, not fatal. | met with local residents on 3 June and had a productive
discussion about the issues and measures that could be put in place. | am liaising
with Gary Wilson at Highways to look at what measures might be put in place.
Kingswood and Wotton youth provision — proposals discussed at the Kingswood
Parish Council meeting on 8 June. It was agreed a book club will run from September
and Holiday Activities and Food sessions Go Wild with World Jungle at Synwell
and Kingswood playing fields. Link to all activities in Stroud here Stroud HAF Events
There will be another event for children at Stinchcombe in the Oct half term. Further
details nearer the time.

Library Challenge — reminder about this exciting initiative running from 11 July to
12 September 2026. Reading for pleasure is one of the strongest indicators of a
child’s future success, with research from the National Literacy Trust showing it has a
greater impact on life chances than socio-economic background. The challenge is
free to take part in, and library membership is also free for all. It is suitable for



https://familyhubs.gloucestershire.gov.uk/stroud-haf?dateFrom=2026-07-06&dateTo=2026-11-06

children aged 3+ and has been developed to be inclusive, including for children with
SEND. At its core, the programme encourages children to explore reading in a way
that works for them, recognising that every child’s journey looks different, and
reinforcing that libraries are for everyone, and everyone can be a reader.

This year’s theme is Tales Through Time, inspired by history. Each library will
explore its own sub-theme, offering different local angles and activities.

Back to School — this may sound premature but.. | am working on a campaign over
the summer holidays to raise road safety building towards when the clocks go back.
This will include improving driver awareness and safety measures for children.

Taits Hill proposed development — the public enquiry now completed, we await the
outcome. Stinchcombe Parish Council website contains any latest news.

Swedish Houses Stinchcombe — | am working with the Parish Council to explore
opportunities to mitigate safety concerns.

Support for Early Learning Unit in Bloor Homes Kingswood planning
application — ongoing with Kingswood and Hillesley and Tresham. The Stroud
District Council meeting is 25 August when the decision on this application is
scheduled to be made, and residents are being encouraged to attend. This will
impact on the above, and the outcome is therefore awaited.

LGR Gloucestershire CC will be informed of the Government’s decision on 16 July.
Progress Thornbury tip access — discussions continue with the PC. | have been in
contact with Ashley Bowkett the new Cabinet Member for Nature, Climate & Waste
Reduction to start discussions with South Glos to find a solution.

Visit all schools and local organisations

Meet with each Parish and Town Council to review and set priorities.

GCC News

New Gloucestershire Business Board set to drive Local Growth Plan ambitions
Gloucestershire’s new Business Board has hit the ground running, bringing together
senior industry leaders, education providers and experienced professionals for its first
meeting in May.

With a strong focus on action, the Board immediately began identifying priority areas
to support growth across key sectors, including cyber and secure technologies,
advanced engineering and manufacturing, agritech, and energy and low-carbon
innovation.

Discussions also centred on how the Board can provide clear guidance, advocacy
and practical support to help deliver the five economic missions outlined in
Gloucestershire’s new Local Growth Plan.

Co-chaired by Rob Stemp, CTO of Deepminds, a cyber technology consultancy, and
Clir Julian Tooke, Gloucestershire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Planning,
Economy and Growth, the group set a clear expectation for pace and purpose.
Voices of care leavers help to shape housing support for young people

The voices of care leavers are helping Gloucestershire County Council to improve
housing support for young people who have left care.

At the county council’'s Care Leavers’ Housing Summit, the voices of young people
who have left care provided guidance on what could have been improved from their
personal experience.

The summit, which was held at Kingsholm Stadium in Gloucester on Monday, 18
May, saw partners come together to work to improve support for care leavers and
improve outcomes around housing for young people leaving care. It aimed to shine a
light on what is working well and what more needs to be done to successfully support
care leavers on their journey to independent living.

Those in attendance included representatives from the county council, district
councils and housing providers. There were also two Government guest speakers,
from the Department for Education and the Ministry of Housing Communities and
Local Government.



The event saw attendees discuss joint protocols to improve housing support for care
leavers. These included:

« A joint protocol for the provision of accommodation for care leavers in

Gloucestershire
e A joint working protocol to support 16-17-year-olds who are homeless in
Gloucestershire

As part of the summit, the experiences of recent care leavers were shared to give
first hand insight into what change is needed.
Gloucestershire County Council’s Youth Hubs offer more opportunities for
children and
young people to stay active all year round
Children and young people across Gloucestershire now have more opportunities than
ever
to take part in sport and physical activity, thanks to the county’s network of Youth
Hubs.
Being active can make a real difference to children and young people’s lives. It can
help build confidence, improve wellbeing, and support positive mental health.
Gloucestershire County Council’s Youth Hubs run activities throughout the year, both
indoors and outdoors. They work with local youth clubs and community partners to
provide safe places where children and young people can exercise, try new activities
and spend time with others.
In Stroud and the Cotswolds, Youth Hubs in Cirencester and Stroud offer indoor
spaces for games and informal sports. These activities help children and young
people stay active while developing teamwork and confidence. A new sports night at
Stroud Youth Centre gives children and young people aged 12 and over the chance
to try different sports and learn more about staying healthy. Family Action, who run
services in this area, work closely with local partners to offer a range of sporting
activities.
Youth Hub spaces are also used by local clubs and groups, helping more children
and young people access facilities free of charge.
Residents urged to ‘Hand it Back’ to help others stay independent
Gloucestershire residents are being encouraged to return unused community
equipment to help others in need and keep vital services running efficiently.
The call comes as the Gloucestershire Equipment Loan Service (GELS) continues to
support thousands of people across the county with essential items that help them
live safely and independently at home.
GELS provides equipment such as walking aids, hospital beds and shower chairs to
residents following an assessment by a healthcare professional. This helps people
recover after iliness, avoid hospital admissions and maintain their independence.
In April alone, the service delivered 5,590 items and collected 4,511, reaching more
than 3,100 individual customers. Thousands of items were also cleaned, refurbished
and returned to stock, ready to be reused by others.
Returning equipment when it is no longer needed plays a crucial role in keeping the
service running. In April, more than 5,400 items were returned from the community,
with a total value of over £730,000. These items can now be redeployed quickly to
support others.
Get Ready for our Holiday Activities and Food Programme (HAF)
A wide range of free, fun activities and nutritious food will be on offer for children and
young people across the county to keep them happy, healthy and entertained from
Wednesday 22 July to Tuesday 1 September for the summer school holidays.
You can view activities available through Gloucestershire County Council’'s summer
Holiday
Activities and Food Programme (HAF) from midday on Monday 22 June. Bookings
will be open from midday on Monday 6 July here -
https://familyhubs.gloucestershire.gov.uk/



https://familyhubs.gloucestershire.gov.uk/

Linda Cohen
Gloucestershire County Councillor — Wotton -under-Edge and Berkeley Vale Division
Cabinet Member for Education & Skills, Gloucestershire County Council
cl/o Democratic Services, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester,
GL1 2TG linda.cohen@gloucestershire.gov.uk

There followed a general discussion on the Local Government Reorganisation
(LGR). The Government have declared that Gloucestershire will have one unitary
authority following the county boundary. The districts, boroughs, city, and county
councils have stated that they will work together for the best outcome. There is
currently a large amount of work being done on this and committees have been set
up to review the detail. Queries were raised and discussed including on potential job
losses, succession planning and setting up new roles, opportunities to take on
additional services and assets, pooling resources, Government’s intention to
streamline and reduce costs, definition of Neighbourhood Area Boards plus its
partnership intentions with extra staff and funding and queries on the role of parish
and town councils in these.

GCC Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund - £20k allocated to each County Councillor.
Fund is still open for applications.

Stroud District Council is running Parish & Town Council consultation workshops on
the emerging Local Plan. ClIr R Halpin reported that he had put himself down to
attend.

Charfield Station stakeholder event on Greenway — arranged by District Clir C Braun.
Well attended and positive event.

The SDC Councillors’ report for Wotton-under-Edge, North Nibley & Stinchcombe

previously circulated the following report:

Along with residents' casework, and in addition to council and training meetings at

Ebley Mill, CliIrs. Kitchen, Braun & Cohen attended the regular council meetings at

North Nibley, Stinchcombe & Wotton-under-Edge.

Council Meetings

Link to meeting agenda and documents in the committee title.

Development Control Committee - 2nd June

e S.23/1451/0OUT Land Northwest of Stonehouse, Gloucestershire: The
application (validated July 2023) proposes up to 635 residential dwellings (up
to 191 affordable), a primary school and sports and recreation facilities.
An appeal against non-determination of the application had been made by the
applicant (Robert Hitchins Limited & Redrow Homes Limited), and the
purpose of this Committee meeting was to review the officer's report. The
application is opposed by Standish and Great Oldbury parish councils and
falls outside of the settlement boundary in the adopted 2015 Local Plan.
Committee agreed with the officer recommendation to refuse the application
along with reasons but no decision notice will be issued. The outcome will
shape the council's engagement with the inspector at the forthcoming appeal
in September.
e Video recording (95 views)
Extraordinary Strateqy and Resources Committee - 3rd June
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e Lido Opening Project Update: Committee agreed to allocate an additional

£276,000, bringing the total project cost to £476,000 to repair the Stratford
Park Lido in Stroud. The funding covers short-term repairs, enabling works,
and essential surveys to put the Lido in the best position possible to reopen
for summer 2026 and operate during the 2027 season, while longer-term
options for the site continue to be developed in partnership with community
representatives. Fortnightly updates on project progress are shared on the
SDC website. The 25 June update reports that the principal contractor
continues to make good progress in line with the programme. Works are
scheduled to be completed with the Lido reopening on 14 August with the
potential for an earlier opening date of 29 July if works progress smoothly.
Video recording (356 views)

Community Services and Licensing Committee - 4th June

Taxi Fares 2026: Approved an average 5.7% increase to taxi fares. A majority
of consulted taxi licence holders supported the rise due to increased fuel and
living costs, likely to take effect from 13th July 2026.
Public Spaces Protection Orders - alcohol consumption: Supported a proposal
to extend two existing PSPOs restricting alcohol consumption in Stroud and
Dursley town centres for a further 3 years. The extension, supported by the
police, aims to continue providing early intervention powers against alcohol-
related anti-social behaviour. A statutory consultation is now being undertaken
until 2 August to inform the final decision (see consultation press release)
Crisis & Resilience Fund: This fund was previously known as the Household
Support Fund and is the UK Government's response to cost-of-living
pressures for communities. The fund now has more focus on longer-term
prevention of crisis, financial resilience and community coordination and less
focus on short-term crisis response. The SDC allocation is £227,430 and
committee approved the proposed distribution of the Fund allocation through
community partnerships (including community hubs), focusing on long-term
financial resilience rather than short-term crisis aid. Community transport
pilots also discussed. To note: GCC has a £5.7m allocation from this national
fund which was considered in March 2026 (report). Gloucestershire residents
can now apply online here for emergency financial support.
Member Reports
e Museum in the Park achieved record visitor numbers and advanced its

National Lottery Heritage Fund bid to reimagine the facility. Key

updates include a new migration display, systems upgrades, and

recruitment to replace the retired Volunteer Coordinator.

¢ Police and Crime Panel. Webcam and minutes available from GCC.

Video recording (42 views)

Housing Committee - 9th June

Public questions: Concern about pedestrian safety on South Street, Uley,
relating to the Swedish Timber housing application.

Swedish Timber Houses - Uley: In March 2024 a decision was made by the
Housing Committee to add three Swedish Timber sites in Uley, Stinchcombe
and Wotton to the New Homes and Regeneration programme and progress
redevelopment for the provision of new council homes, subject to planning
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permission. This further report addressed the highway safety and
infrastructure concerns raised by Uley Parish Council and local residents.
Surveys have now been conducted including three road safety audits
confirming safe access and a drainage strategy reducing surface water
discharge by 40%, pending formal planning submission. The Uley scheme is
anticipated to deliver 18 carefully designed affordable homes, providing a mix
of dwelling types tailored to meet identified housing need through rent and
shared ownership tenures. All homes will achieve an EPC rating of A, with
solar panels, Air Source Heat Pumps and EV charging points. The Committee
resolved unanimously to approve the proposed redevelopment proposals for
The Knoll, Uley.

Funding for 16 new homes to support the homeless and Afghan Resettlement:
Following an application in December 2025, SDC has been allocated a further
£2.6m towards the purchase of 16 properties in the District from the Local
Authority Housing Fund. SDC will commit the remaining costs to meet the
total budget of £5.2m. There will be eight properties for the resettlement of
people on the Afghan Resettlement Programme and eight for temporary
accommodation for homeless people in the district, and the properties will
form a permanent addition to the council housing stock.

Warm Homes funding: SDC has applied for additional grant funding from the
Government's Warm Homes: Social Housing Fund, to deliver fabric insulation
works for an additional 50 council homes, on top of the 507 homes which are
already due to be improved through this funding in 2026/27. SDC will match
fund the grant with an additional £402k. It is expected that all social rented
homes will be required to meet EPC-C standards by 2030 and this extra
funding will help SDC to meet these new requirements. SDC has already
achieved an average of EPC-C across the whole of the council housing stock.
Tenant voice and tenant satisfaction: Committee agreed to new proposals for
selecting and recommending tenant representatives to join the Housing
Committee and noted the new tenant engagement arrangements to provide a
stronger tenant voice through a Tenant Oversight Panel. Committee also
reviewed tenant satisfaction measures which have been shared with the
Regulator of Social Housing.

Member / officer reports: Were shared on the Housing Oversight Board, the
Decent Homes Standard and compliance with Regulatory Consumer
Standards for social housing.

Video recording (85 views)

Extraordinary Council - 10th June

Local Government Reorganisation - Structural Changes Order for
Gloucestershire: SDC reviewed and commented on the proposed joint
response with six other Gloucestershire councils about the Structural
Changes Order, a legal requirement to implement local government
reorganisation, in relation to the three unitary council proposals under
consideration. In terms of naming of the future unitary councils, it was agreed
that if a single unitary council is selected, it should be called Gloucestershire
Council. If the two unitary council option is chosen, the councils should be
called East Gloucestershire and West Gloucestershire (which would include

Town Council Minutes 20t July 2026 |7


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCgmeCna_Wc#_blank
https://stroud.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=1677#_blank

Stroud District). If the Gloucester doughnut / Greater Gloucester option is
selected, the two councils should be called 'Greater Gloucester' and
Gloucestershire Council. Proposed shadow authority structures were also
agreed. The councils have now submitted their representations to the
Secretary of State who is expected to make a decision on 17 July. Shadow
unitary authorities are expected to be elected in May 2027 and to take over
responsibilities from the District Councils and County Council in April 2028.

e Video recording (82 views)

Environment Committee - 11th June

e Public footpath diversion order Standish EST 43: Committee agreed that a
long-stalled 2005 order to divert a small section of public footpath in Standish
should be abandoned. There had previously been objections to the proposed
diversion and there has since been a change in land ownership. The existing
footpath remains in place and is unaffected. GCC's Public Rights of Way team
requested the change and can pursue a fresh diversion order if required.

e Extending Public Spaces Protection Orders - dog fouling and control:
Committee supported the proposal for dog control rules for Stroud District to
be extended for a further three years, and subject to public consultation.
These rules require removal of dog poo and obeying lead directives across
Stroud district and apply to all public land. Requirements about excluding
dogs are limited to signed play areas and sports facilities. Keeping dogs on
leads applies only to specific designated zones like cemeteries and canal
towpaths. A statutory consultation is now being undertaken until 2 August to
inform the final decision (see consultation press release)

e Member Reports

e Walking and Cycling Fund: Infrastructure projects in the Stroud district.
Since December 2025, three projects totalling approximately £47k have
been completed, including Stroud Town Centre waymarking and the
Pederson Way feasibility study. Four additional projects remain
underway, such as bike rack installations. The Wotton-Charfield
Greenway design phase, originally projected spend of £75,000 is now
expected to come under budget to less than £40,000, with a design
phase target completion date of March 2027. The project is managed
by GCC, with design work by Walk, Wheel and Cycle Trust. April 2026
saw the Pederson Way (originally known as Cam, Dursley and Uley
Greenway) opening event. Most projects are managed or match-funded
by GCC and local councils.

¢ Gloucestershire Resource and Waste Partnership: This year's work
focused on building momentum toward Local Government Reform
through a cross-party senior officer group that advanced circular
economy principles (reuse over recycling) and established new litter
enforcement approaches, including an innovative university
collaboration app to track fly-tipping and shift responsibility back to
polluters.

e Video recording (22 views)

Strategy and Resources Committee - 18th June
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e Council's Communications Strategy: Committee approved the new strategy
which sees SDC adopting more planned, campaign-led approaches, and
using email newsletters as another way to engage with residents directly,
while maintaining non-digital access points for inclusivity. The action plan also
embraces digital marketing techniques.

e Canalside Land, Stonehouse Community Asset Transfer. Committee agreed
that after many years of joint working with the community, the SDC-owned
land in Stonehouse known as the Former Ship Inn site, or Canalside site on
the A419, should be transferred to Stonehouse Town Council for a nominal
sum. There was a good turnout from the community to hear this item. The
business case from SpICE (Ship Inn Community Enterprise), a Stonehouse
Town Council Working Group, will see the site used by the community.
Currently it is open on the first Sunday of the month with family friendly
activities, and will be part of the Stonehouse Canal Festival on Sunday 5 July.
See press release: Community vision for Stonehouse Canalside moves
forward

e Economic Development - revised delivery framework: Committee agreed to a
revised framework for the final two years of SDC's work until a new unitary
council is in place. This reflects the council's recently approved Climate and
Nature Strategy, Culture Strategy, and implementation of its Community
Wealth Building Action Plan, and emphasises the role of the creative and
green economies in the economic health of the district. The new framework
sets out the five themes, with funding allocated to support this work within the
financial outturn report. The priorities are: 1. Green & Inclusive Economy, 2.
People & Skills, 3. Investment & Enterprise, 4. Sustainable Tourism & Market
Towns, 5. Planning & Infrastructure. For each priority there is a strategic area
of work and numerous opportunities identified.

e Council Plan Review: Agreed that committee workshops will be held in the
autumn to prioritise items in the Council Plan to meet budget savings targets
for the council's five-year Medium Term Financial Plan. This reflects lower
than expected funding from Government to SDC.

e Regeneration and Investment Board:

e Brimscombe Port: Seeking a new developer after previous withdrawal.
The aim is to launch the new procurement process in July 2026. Soft
market testing has demonstrated positive interest. Progress includes
appointment of a procurement consultant, establishment of a Project
Board including community representation, redrafting the Development
Agreement, Biodiversity Net Gain surveys and site clearance works.

e Stroud Station Quarter: A proposal for new homes on the site is
progressing in partnership with key stakeholders including Network
Rail, GWR and government departments. It is still in the de-risking
phase; the proposal for a station lift has not secured funding from the
Access for All fund, but feasibility funding has been secured. This
project is also noted as an amber risk; committee approval to be sought
later in 2026 for collaboration and delivery arrangements, subject to
viability outcomes. Public questions earlier in the meeting raised
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concerns about the potential loss of Cheapside parking if the project
goes ahead.

¢ Both the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) and the Rural England
Prosperity Fund (REPF) programmes closed on 31 March 2026; there
is no successor funding available for Gloucestershire.

e Market Towns Vitality Fund is fully allocated and has now closed. Most
projects are expected to complete this month. The underspend has
been distributed to towns for additional initiatives alongside a district-
wide marketing project.

e Town of Culture. Stroud's application submitted. Shortlisted bids will
receive development funding.

e Stroud Town Centre Regeneration. Governance alignment needed
between two existing groups with different focus to reduce duplication.

¢ LGR procurement implications: as tighter contract scrutiny and potential
restrictions during the vesting period are expected, careful planning will
be required to ensure continuity of projects.

Canal Update: Crossing of the canal under the M5 now commencing after all
necessary permits from the EA and National Highways have been secured
along with completed planning conditions. The project involves multiple
contractor appointments across groundworks, piling, and design phases.
Ongoing negotiations with Ecotricity for a temporary footpath and an agreed
long-term lease agreement for operations and maintenance under the
motorway. Key project risks: ensuring successful delivery of the M5 Crossing
project in line with the agreed licences, permission, engineering programme,
budget, design and quality.

Sale of a private residential property, Dursley: Agreed that the council will
pursue an enforced sale of a private property in Dursley to minimise the
council's ongoing costs and to approve in principle the write-off of the council's
costs which are above the market value of the property. A partial collapse of
the gable end wall at the property some years ago led the council to exercise
its general duty to take enforcement action to safeguard the occupant of the
property and members of the public / neighbours and to put in place a scaffold
rig to support the wall and prevent further collapse.

Video recording (83 views)

Other News

Stroud District Council secures £225,000 funding to support refurbishment of
homes for veterans

Councillors unanimously approve funding to progress Stratford Park Lido
reopening. Progress report.

Meningitis Now named as Stroud District Council's new Charity of the Year
Summer holiday passport for leisure and activity access (£37 for six weeks) -
Active Lifestyles bookings open soon

Enjoy outdoor theatre across Stroud district this summer

Play Strategy Consultation open until 10 August. Please take part and
promote - particularly to young people.

Consultation until 2 August on important powers to help curb street drinking
and control dogs
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Prepared by Clir. Gareth Kitchen (Green) and Clir Catherine Braun (Green) based on
councillor activity in June with updates from ClIr. Linda Cohen (Lib Dem).

There were no comments on the District Councillors’ report.

County & District Clir L Cohen and District Clirs C Braun and G Kitchen left the
meeting

T.7910 Accounts

a) The quotes for structural work regarding potential installation of Civic Centre solar
panels were reviewed and were found to be non-comparable. It was RESOLVED to
request Carter Jonas to look at holistic solutions to building surveying, flat roof
repairs, solar panel installation, air conditioning etc.

b) No valuation certificate for the Town Hall & Chipping Hall project works were
received due to the heatwave, the works would be included in the next certificate.

c) The Budget report and Bank Reconciliation for June 2026 was noted

d) The Earmarked Reserves as at 20" July 2026 were noted

e) It was RESOLVED to approve July 2026 accounts for payment

T.7911 Finance & Special Purposes Committee
It was noted that Clir M Tucker was elected Chair of the Finance & Special Purposes
Committee and Clir R Greenup the Vice Chair.
a) The report from the Finance & Special Purposes Committee Meeting on 13"
July 2026 was received and the following recommendations to Full Council
discussed.
a) To appoint CHRGS to oversee recruitment of all Council vacancies
The Town Clerk was leaving the Town Council on 315t August 2026 and the
Council Chair, ClIr L Hewish, stated that she was looking at an Autumn
recruitment. It was felt that the recruitment packs were excellent. It was
RESOLVED to accept the Finance and Special Purposes Committee
recommendation to appoint CHRGS to oversee recruitment of all Council
vacancies.

Clir F Hulls left the meeting

b) It was RESOLVED to approve policies to include the complaints form as
an appendix and note policy checklist and policy review timescales

Clir F Hulls joined the meeting

T.7912 IT / Communications
a) It was RESOLVED to approve purchase and installation of WiFi
extenders/boosters to enable hybrid meetings for Civic Centre, Town Hall, and
Youth Centre
b) It was RESOLVED to approve contract for business mobiles for key officers
c) The analogue switch off — early 2027 — requirement for digital lines in the office
was noted (deferred from Town Council November 2025 meeting)
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The Buildings & Facilities Manager left the meeting

d) It was RESOLVED to agree Proposal 1 for Cyber Security insurance to
investigate the value for money of cyber insurance cover and report back to
Council

e) It was RESOLVED to apply for Cyber Essentials Plus accreditation

T.7913 Play Strategy Consultation
It was RESOLVED for Councillors to individually respond to the Stroud District
Council Play Strategy consultation. Link to Play Strategy Consultation

Clir P Underwood left the meeting

T.7914 Gloucestershire Association of Local Councils (GALC) — Call for
Motions
Councillors considered submitting a MOTION for debate at the Annual General
Meeting scheduled for 26" September 2026. It was RESOLVED to submit:
a) That NALC lobbies the Government to revise the requirement for the General
Power of Competence to be 2/3rds of elected Councillors at an election to that
of principal councils
b) That Parish and Town councils have the powers to buy and sell electricity
without requiring the General Power of Competence
c) That Parish and Town Councils be able to apply to grants direct to Central
Government rather than to principal councils receiving the Government Grant
and the local councils having to apply to the principal councils for those grants
d) To support the Motions proposed by Stroud Town Council

T.7915 Town Council representatives on Stroud District Council Sub
Standards Committee
The criteria were reviewed. ClIr R Halpin expressed an interest in applying to be
a representative for the Stroud District Council Sub-Standards Committee. It
was RESOLVED to support Clir R Halpin.

T.7916 Projects:

a) Town Hall and Chipping Hall report
The project was progressing well to time and budget and adjustments made
for the impact of the heatwave.

b) Symn Lane Car Park report
The Lighting Plan had been sent to SDC Planning for approval.

c) Swifts and House Martins Project
The Men’s Shed had made swift nestboxes which had been shared with the
community. The project is progressing well.

d) Symn Lane Play Area Phase 2
The consultation for the preschoolers play area had been published.

T.7917 Events
Long Street Summer Social is on Sunday 30" August 2026 between 12noon and
6pm. The Road Closure is for Long Street and High Street. Vendors will be in Long
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Street, performers and kids’ area is in the Royal Oak. There is a call out for
volunteers.

T.7918 Brief reports from Councillors

Clir M Tucker had met the residents of the Chestnut estate with the Town Clerk and
answered queries and concerns. He explained the history and the planning
applications considered by SDC and the S.106 Agreements

Clir D Thomas discussed a meeting with Stroud Area Climate Action Network at
Rodborough Village Hall. They discussed the use of renewable energy.

Clir R Halpin and L Hewish had attended the SDC training on Building Regulations.
Clir R Halpin reported on the Greenway event which was well attended and he
thought was going well.

The meeting ended at 9.30pm

Signed: Date:
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